
 

 
 

WELCOME TO YOUR AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 

 

What a busy summer we've had, as you'll see from the photo montages of the Teddington Village 
Fair and Teddington In Flower.  We also attended the River Festival at the Lock..   
 
Our cover photo, by Peter Denton, is from the 
Ashers' garden which they opened for Teddington 
In Flower. 
 
Judy, on the left, is our new Minutes Secretary and 
we're so lucky to have her. Husband John, on the 
right, is a great fiddler.  You may remember him as 
he's played Scottish music for our New Year party 
before now and hopefully again soon. Flanking the 
scarecrow are Stephen and Anne Speak.  
 

 

This was the last official engagement for Stephen who as Deputy Mayor toured many of the 
gardens and visited Teddington several times during his year in office.  He's now Council Cabinet 
Member for Highways & Streetscene.  
 
A couple of changes to our team have taken place.  Busy Bhavna Patel has stood down from 
Corporate Liaison and been replaced by the energetic Elizabeth Foster. Bhavna did a great job 
for us dashing about from her base at La Casa del Habano and we thank her.  With the retirement 
of Angela Carvill we come to the end of an era - almost.  A class act, since 1995 she's arranged 
over 100 outings, walks and visits to places of interest.  Now she's taking a well earned rest but 
will continue to organise our Christmas Lunches at Merits which have been such a huge success - 
last year 100 people attended - and I'm sure you'll meet her at Peg Woffington coffee mornings 
too.  Angela's handed over to Blue Badge Guide Pamela McHutchon whose first outing is on the 
Events Page.  Some of you will remember that Pamela organised a couple of walks for the 
Railway's 150th anniversary.   
 
Our last welcome is to Donald Bell who has taken on the massive task of producing Tidings.  
Some of you may remember Donald and wife Joy showing us their expertise at wood turning at 
the AGM in  2008.  More recently he's been advising us on the merits or otherwise of the 
Teddington & Ham Hydro scheme wearing his engineering hat.  Now wearing his Editor's eye-
shade we look forward to reading reams of interesting things about our town.    

Sheena 
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EDITORIAL 
"Some are born great, some 
achieve greatness and some have 
greatness thrust upon 'em".  
 
So when the Teddington Society 
invited me to become the next 
Editor of Tidings, I was delighted 
to accept the challenge.  Mike 
Woods was Editor of many 
editions of the magazine and did 
a superb job.  I am discovering 
that he is a hard act to follow. 
 
Like him, I worked at NPL for many years, but I went up to Scotland 
to manage the NEL (National Engineering Laboratory) and lived there 
for over 20 years.  Coming back to Teddington a few years ago 
seemed the natural thing to do and it was great to renew 
relationships with friends and neighbours from NPL and Teddington 
Baptist Church. 
 
So does this mean, you may well ask, that NPL is going to be given 
pride of place in Tidings because we have another Editor from that 
"stable"?  Well, of course it does! What else would you expect? And, 
for the record, I am also interested in astronomy, mathematical 
puzzles, photography, woodwork, sailing and even the Saturday 
morning parkrun. 
 
But I hope that many of you will contribute material and make up for 
my lack of expertise in history, gardening, cooking, drama, sports, 
music and many other topics. Since I come from Northern Ireland, I 
promise to (mostly) keep away from religion and politics. 
 
So let me have your comments, criticisms, thoughts, suggestions and 
articles for future editions.  My email address for Tidings business is 
editor.tidings@gmail.com. 

Donald Bell 
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SQUIRES GARDEN CENTRE & THE 
HISTORY OF THE SITE 
Paddy Ching, with Colin and Sarah Squire 
 

 
 

In 2014 Squire’s celebrates the 50th anniversary of the 
opening of their first garden centre on the site of 
Blackmore Farm at the corner of Wellington Road and 
Sixth Cross Road, Twickenham. This is the site they still 
occupy today.  At the time the company, which had been 
founded in the 1930s in Twickenham when D J Squire 
was made redundant from his job as head gardener at 
the Police Orphanage, was chiefly concerned with the 
propagation of plants and landscape gardening.  Taking 
on the site at Sixth Cross Road enabled Colin Squire, 
D.J’s son to open the garden centre in 1964.  This was 
one of the first garden centres in the UK.  In the early 
years of the centre the company was able to grow plants 
on site as well as carry on its retail activities. 
 

 
 

A farm had been on the site since about 1800 when the 
common fields of Teddington were enclosed and the 
land along the border between Teddington and 
Twickenham Common was awarded to Ann Davis.  
When Ann died in 1805 her son John inherited the 
property and the family owned it for the next 40 years 
leasing it to a number of farmers.  By 1811 a house, 
stable and other buildings had been built.  The land 
along the border was known as Blackmoor Hill and the 
farm became known as Blackmoor Farm.  Sixth Cross 
Road was not opened until much later. 
 
Between 1828 and 1839 the names of those living on 
the site are given in the Poor Book which records the 
names of those paying the Poor Rate.  In 1829 the 
property is called Blackmore Farm but in 1839 is 
identified as Blackmoor Farm and Homestead and the 

spelling of the name is uncertain.   In 1841 the occupant 
of the house was not a farmer and it may have been 
leased separately.  In 1848 Anne Maria Davis of 
Hampstead sold Blackmore Farm to Sir William Clay of 
Fulwell Lodge, later Fulwell Park.  In 1851 Blackmore 
Farm is said to be 82 acres with 3 agricultural labourers 
and a farm steward employed.  In 1861 it had increased 
to 140 acres and William Clay also owned the farm to 
the south known as Slades Farm.  In 1871 the farm to 
the north of Slades Farm and a cottage in Hanworth 
Road was known as Sewells Farm.  It had now grown to 
200 acres and was in charge of a farmer’s bailiff and 8 
men and 2 boys were employed. 
 

 
 
Blackmore Farm has been associated with R.D. 
Blackmore, the author of Lorna Doone, but this is 
probably only because both had the same name.  He had 
been a teacher at Fortescue House and had lived in 
Hampton Wick but having been left some money by his 
uncle decided in 1858 to buy some land in Teddington 
and fulfil his ambition of becoming a horticulturalist 
and fruit grower.  The land he acquired was near the 
railway station.  His fruit growing was not a financial 
success and he wrote his novels, most of which are 
unknown today, to finance his main interest.   
 
It is unlikely that R.D. Blackmore would have been 
interested in this farm and could not have afforded it.  
 

 
 

This photo, taken from their 50th anniversary 
celebration, shows their first purpose built garden 
centre building. 
 
[second instalment of the story in the next issue] 
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ENVIRONMENT 
Geoff Howland 
 
Although her obituary appears elsewhere it would be 
completely inappropriate not to mention Carolan 
Shaw’s untimely death and the huge loss of one of TEG's 
most stalwart ”litterpickers” and committee members 
that  this sad occurrence has occasioned to the 
Environment Group.  
 
Since I took over the leadership of the group from David 
Lawton Carolan hardly ever missed a litterpick or re-
cycling site clean up always appearing with her little 
cart stacked full of her own cleaning equipment. She 
attended both the litterpicks I mentioned as future 
events in my previous report, namely the Stanley Road 
litterpick on Saturday 26 April and our effort the 
following day to assist the Friends of Bushy and Home 
Parks with their first litterpick in Bushy Park two weeks 
before she was taken ill. 
 

 
 
The photograph shows her, on the right, relaxing with 
her close friend, Judith Lawton, after the  Bushy Park 
litterpick with a well-deserved ice cream. 
 
Carolan was kind, compassionate and caring to all 
beings, great and small, as was exemplified at the 
Stanley Road litterpick where, when we had finished, I 
noticed that she was fiddling around with her fingers 
with something in her hand, which transpired to be a 
small snail she had rescued from the pavement, where it 
would doubtless have been trodden upon, and was 
taking it home to the safety of her garden. That’s 
compassion for you. 
 
During the Teddington Village Fair the Group 
litterpicked throughout the event and cleared up 
afterwards. In fact the gardens were left in better shape 
after the event than before as a huge amount of fallen 
“tree debris” littered the ground and had to be removed 
to prevent a tripping hazard. I couldn’t help but think it 
was ironic that when I checked the ground the day after 
the Fair to ensure the rubbish bags had been collected 
etc that I noticed the Council’s tree contractors on site. 
Pity they couldn’t have appeared a trifle earlier. 

 
At their request the local Brownie Pack was visited at 
Collis School on 14 May where Sheena Harold talked to 
them about the Society’s efforts to brighten up 
Teddington with bulb planting and what have you and I 
told them a bit about the Environment Group’s activities 
and then let them loose with litterpickers, and clad in 
tabards, on a couple of bags of (clean) rubbish I had 
taken along. Suffice to say they had great fun and when 
all the rubbish was collected and bagged it was 
immediately strewn all over the floor for another go! A 
few weeks later we assisted the local Girl Guides with 
their Riverside litterpick so the Group now awaits a call 
from the Cubs and Boy Scouts! 

 

PLANNING 
Michael Foss 
 
As always, the Planning Group has monitored all 
significant planning applications for Teddington. Three 
projects have required special attention. 
 
Sainsbury’s 
After months of silence the government inspector (in 
fact an inspectress) issued an Appeal Decision on 2 
June. In this she upheld Sainsbury’s appeal, thus 
opening the door to the establishment of a ‘convenience 
store’ at 196 High Street. This decision flew in the face 
of a unanimous rejection of the application by the 
council’s Planning Committee, massive popular 
opposition expressed through letters and petitions, very 
carefully and fully argued objections submitted by a 
residents’ action group, focussing on the traffic and 
parking implications of the scheme, and carefully 
articulated arguments from Teddington Society, 
centering on the grave negative impact the store would 
have on the lock Conservation Area and the vitality of 
the High Street, which is also a Conservation Area. 
 
We believe this decision to be an indefensible one, and 
will contest it by all means practicable. The only formal 
recourse is through an appeal to the High Court on 
strictly legal grounds. This is an expensive and 
uncertain process which the society cannot enter into. 
The council has declined to go along this route, but we 
have written to Lord True, the Leader, urging him to 
revisit the case, which we see as a test case for the 
protection of the character and integrity of the High 
Street. We have also written to the inspector to register 
our objection to what we see as inadequate 
consideration of the evidence placed, and we have sent 
a letter to the Chairman of Sainsbury’s, calling on him to 
reverse his company’s decision. We hope also to enlist 
the support of prominent players in the retail field. 
 
Some residents, led by Emma Twyman and Vici King, 
have launched a “Say No to Sainsbury’s” campaign and 
are briefing a barrister to take the case to the High 
Court.  The society cannot enter into an action of this 
kind, but if you wish to contribute to the campaign, you 
can do so by using the "Give Now" button on the 
website 
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http://www.youcaring.com/other/say-no-to-
sainsburys-teddington/56984  
Success for Emma and Vici’s campaign would be a 
success for us all, and fully merits our support.  
 
Teddington Riverside 
This scheme, developed by Haymarket Press, has now 
been submitted as an application: 14/0914/FUL. The 
scheme, which envisages 213 flats and 6 town houses 
on the old Teddington Studios site, is essentially as 
described in the summer 2014 issue of Tidings. We have 
felt that overall this was a good project which would 
markedly enhance the riverside, and have given it 
positive support. However, one aspect, which initially 
seemed satisfactory, is now in a state of flux: this is the 
relocation of the Haymarket staff. These were to be 
concentrated on a campus in Twickenham, still in the 
vicinity of Teddington. Haymarket have now abandoned 
this idea, saying only that they will remain in the 
Borough of Richmond. In terms of local employment 
this is a far less acceptable prospect and we are in 
contact with Haymarket on the issue.  
 
Normansfield (‘Velma’) boathouse 
After some two years of campaigning by the Teddington 
Society and the energetic and effective ‘Velma 
Development Action’  group English heritage have 
granted a Grade II* Listing to this boathouse. This is a 
signal achievement, and it is worthwhile noting the 
reasons for this high classification. The English Heritage 
assessors pinpointed the historic associations of the 
building, probably designed by Roland Plumbe, also 
responsible for the Normansfield theatre; the intactness 
of the building; its architectural interest as a 
particularly ornate example of a riverine boathouse; its 
group value as one of a series of picturesque private 
boathouses in the immediate vicinity. The boathouse is 
partially visible from the end of Broom Park, but is best 
seen from the river. Unfortunately, the site owner has 
lodged an appeal against the English Heritage decision 
and until this is resolved the future of this splendid 
building will not be guaranteed. 
 
Jane Clift.  
Planners and other society members will have been 
saddened to learn of the death of Jane Clift on 23 May 
2014. During the years 1995-2006 Jane was an active 
and valued member of the Planning Group; this was 
especially true in relation to the important 
Normansfield development, of which she and her 
husband Richard, at that time Convenor, were near 
neighbours. Our deepest sympathies go out to Richard 
at this sad time. 

 

GARDENS 
Sheena Harold  
 
Richmond In Bloom 
This year's winners have been announced and we have 
a few in Teddington but not as many as I'd like and no 
commercial entries at all which is very sad.  Floral 
frontages are a business aid and cheer up passers-by.  In 
the Pubs category The King's Head and The Adelaide 

won Silver Gilt and Silver so congratulations to them. 
 Awards will be presented by the Mayor at York House 
on 30th Sept.   
 

 
 
The campaign was launched at Strawberry Hill House 
on May 1st when Cllr Clare Head represented the Mayor 
and asked me to be her partner for the night.  Here we 
are in our regalia. 
 
High Street    
Michael Foss of the Planning Group suggested we plant 
more trees in the High Street, particularly towards the 
river end.  We've invited the Council's Tree Officer to 
come and have a walk round with us to see what might 
be achieved.  Trees are very useful in high traffic areas 
as they absorb nasty vehicular emissions.  
 
London In Bloom 
Having won Gold for the past 3 years I'm delighted to 
tell you that LBRuT has won Gold and won its City 
Category this year. Teddington's Shacklegate Lane won 
Silver Gilt in the Cemetery category.  
 
Elmfield Gardens   
Elizabeth Foster has very generously given the Society a 
magnificent metal poppy sculpture.  
 

 
 

It stands over 6ft tall.  We have suggested to the Council 
that they might like to 'plant' it in the brick blob in 
Elmfield Gardens outside Elmfield House as our tribute 
to the dead of WW1 and indeed of all Wars. 
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You can see what it looks like by going to the Camelia 
Botnar Foundation website where the poppies and 
other flowers are hand crafted in their metal works.  
 
Teddington In Flower   
Grateful thanks to our Gardeners who opened their 
back gardens for charity on June 8th: Judy & John Asher, 
Belinda & David Rozalla, Kitty & Geoffrey Wass, Jaz 
Bailey, Carol Drew, Jenny Hilton, Maggie & Andrew 
Crissel, Shirley Meaker, Jan & David Pollock and 
Caroline & Peter Sayer. We really do appreciate all your 
hard work and you can all enjoy the pictures on the 
centre pages.  
 
Those of you who visited the Ashers' garden and 
wondered what the large bush was at the end of the 
garage, I'm told it is Chimonanthus (Winter Sweet 
Praecox)!  Enormous thanks also to Sian Morgan and 
Caroline Sayer for their sterling work putting together a 
rota of Gate Sitters who helped the day run so smoothly 
and without whom there would be no event.   
 
We have given £500 to Jennifer Sarginson, Gardener in 
charge at Strawberry Hill House to enable a wild flower 
meadow to be planted under the lime trees on the rear 
lawn.   Sally Howland went along to present the cheque 
for the Society.  
 

 
 
In return Jennifer and her volunteers will help us plant 
wild flowers on the wooded triangle of land at the 
junction of Hampton and Stanley Roads.   This is a 
project I initiated with Carolan Shaw who, as you will 
read elsewhere in Tidings, has died.  We will complete 
the project in her memory and we will be further helped 
by volunteers from the United Response Charity whose 
garden Carolan tended  out of the goodness of her heart. 
  

 
 
We have a further £500 from Teddington In Flower plus 
£50 from the Capital Clean Up grant secured by the 
Environment Group and nearly £60 donated by 
Japanese visitors to the gardens of Shirley Meaker and 
Janet Pollock, (see photo above). When we get started 
we will ask for help and I'm sure some of you will come 
along and get planting.   

 

RIVERSIDE AND OPEN SPACES 
Ann Sayer  
 
Commemorative poppies in Manor Road Recreation 
Ground  
Manor Road Rec. was chosen by the Council as the site 
of one of six locations in the Borough to commemorate 
the centenary of the start of World War I.  A poppy 
meadow was planted and produced a colourful and 
moving display. 
 
Beach volleyball on Broom Road Recreation Ground 
In mid –July the Council opened three beach volleyball 
courts on the Rec. on the site of the old tennis courts 
and adjacent to the children’s playground.  This is to 
form part of the legacy of the 2012 London Olympic 
Games.  The Group had opposed the scheme on the 
grounds of possible maintenance problems and the fact 
that the battered old tennis courts were actually used 
by people for tennis and for general playing about.  If 
Teddington Sports Centre carries out the promised 
maintenance we now wish the scheme well. 
 
Bushy Park 
Visitors to Bushy Park since the spring may have 
noticed the construction, dismantling and 
reconstruction of a causeway across the Diana Fountain 
pond out to the statue. This has been so that 
maintenance work can be carried out, first of all 
cleaning stonework and later cleaning the bronze 
statues and the gilded Diana herself. 
 
Illegal mooring 
Permission is still awaited from the Dept. for 
Communities and Local Government to set up the new 
bylaw to curb the illegal mooring which blights the river 
especially along the Ham bank upstream of the Lock 
Cut.  In the absence of a bylaw the police, Council and 
Environment Agency recently served notices on the 
offending boats to move. 
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Teddington River Festival 
 The RNLI Teddington River Festival took place on 
Sunday, July 27th and was a great success with big 
crowds.   There were lots of stalls along the towpath 
and in Manor Road Rec. and plenty of music on Lock 
Island.  Last year had been rather off-putting with sharp 
squally showers and in the case of the Teddington 
Society the wrecking of a gazebo in a strong gust of 
wind.  This year the weather was warm and sunny and 
benign.  Children enjoyed themselves kayaking.  Turk’s 
boat, the “Jeff”, a Dunkirk Little Ship, did a roaring trade 
taking people on the voyage from Manor Road Rec. to 
Lock Island, but as those who have tried such trips 
know even the tiniest journey in a boat can be a great 
experience.  Boats packed the Barge Lock.  The RNLI 
carried out rescue demonstrations.  And a good time 
was had by all. 
 
"Little Ships" at Teddington Lock 
 

 
 
A crowded Barge Lock with “RIIS 1”, one of the Dunkirk 
Little Ships.  Originally named “White Heather” this 
proud old boat built in 1920 went to Dunkirk on June 1st 
1940 first of all helping to transfer troops from shore to 
larger vessels and then making three round trips 
carrying troops straight back to Britain.  A great record. 

 

HISTORY 
Ken Howe 
 
Information Boards 
We have now decided to concentrate on a board at 
Teddington Station. This is at a very early stage. We 
have not abandoned a board for West Teddington; this 
has merely been put in abeyance for the present.  
 
Bronze Age Barrow Plaque 
The Council have now confirmed that they have no 
objections to the plaque. We are now obtaining 
quotations from their approved contractor. 
 
Talks 
A repeat of the War Memorial talk was given to 
Twickenham Probus and this seemed to go down well. 
It will again be repeated on 2nd November at the 
Borough of Twickenham Local History Society.  

I gave a talk on the “History of the Film Studios “to the 
residents of Hales Court. This was well received. 
I also spoke at Teddington Library at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday 16th September on “Saxon Teddington and 
Westminster Abbey” as part of the Local Studies “Know 
Your Place” project. 
 
Summer Walk 
This year, we went around the roads of Oxford Road, 
Blandford Road, Kings Road, Hampton Road and 
Wellington Road following an earlier look at old 
photographs of the area when it was largely nurseries. 
There is virtually nothing left of the former activity. 
 
Valerie Sullivan Archive 
We have been assisting the archivist of the Landmark to 
reconstitute the old St Albans WW1 memorial which 
was on the high altar and was vandalised when the 
church was deconsecrated.  We are still working on the 
main archive. 
 
Teddington As It Was 
This has been reprinted and is available from the 
Society or from Waterstone’s: price £7.99. 
 
Enquiries 
There have been some interesting enquiries: 
1) The Twickenham Museum passed us a set of 

papers concerning the property of “Redcot” 69 
Teddington Park Road. Paddy Ching took a close 
look at these from a Full Abstract of Title of 1815 
to various other deeds of 1934. These noted the 
changes in use from Page’s Nursery to gravel pits. 
The papers will now be lodged with Richmond 
Local Studies Library. 

2) One of Brian Holder’s correspondents noticed the 
words “TEDDINGTON UDC” on a manhole cover in 
Broom Road. There are several of these around the 
town and we will appeal to the membership to 
report these to us so that we may start a register. 

3) We received an enquiry from Antje Zuppan of 
Cologne regarding her great grandparents 
Gottfried and Auguste Molitor who were living in 
Teddington about 1900. Antje visited Teddington 
and Ken Howe was able to show her one of the 
houses that they lived in and some of the 
surrounding area. Antje has since passed copies of 
photographs to Ken, Hopefully this will provide a 
future Tidings article. 

4) One of our correspondents who lent us some early 
photos of Teddington has now lent us some 
property papers relating to No 1 Kings Road. 
Paddy Ching is casting her eye over these. 

 
Quiz 
We took part in the “Know Your Place” Local History 
Quiz at Richmond Town Hall on 2nd September and 
came sixth. 
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CAROLAN SHAW 
Judith Lawton 

 

 
 
With the passing of Carolan Shaw, The Teddington 
Society has lost a true friend and staunchly 
supportive member.  
 
At gatherings such as the AGM, the New Year Party or 
the coffee mornings at Peg Woffington's Cottage, 
Carolan was treasured as a warm, friendly presence, 
always greeting members with a welcoming smile 
and ready to talk with anyone new or on their own. 
 
Her love of flowers and gardening made her an 
enthusiastic supporter of initiatives such as the 
society's 'Open Gardens' and the borough's 
'Richmond in Bloom'. As a professional gardener, 
Carolan generously gave her time and gardening 
skills to help the elderly or the infirm. 
 
Carolan cared for the earth and all its creatures. She 
was concerned with each of us as individuals; her 
family, friends, complete strangers and neighbours.  
Most importantly, she led us by example, to care for 
each other. 
 

1 of 1 is one! 
 
Congratulations to 1 of 1 Design on their first 
birthday on 12 September. 

 
 
You can read all about it on their web site at 
http://www.1of1design.co.uk/

40 YEARS ON 
Paddy Ching 
 
Those of you who were at the AGM will know that I 
received a gift after retiring last year as the convenor 
of the History Group.  
 
It was beautifully wrapped in pink ribboned paper, 
was quite heavy and I waited until I got home before 
opening it but I'm sure a number of you would like to 
know what was in my box!   
 

 
 
It was a lovely Hand Crafted Art on Tile by Benaya Art 
Ceramics.  It now brightens up my living room and I 
would like to thank the Committee and all of you for 
this charming gift. 
 
I joined the History Group 40 years ago, have been its 
convenor twice and am still a member of the group.  I 
was not interested in history until joining the group 
in the 1970s since when the history of Teddington 
has been and still is my main hobby.   
 
I have written  the history of the roads of Teddington 
and these can be found in the Richmond Local Studies 
Collection at the Richmond Old Town Hall. 
 

TOTALLY 
LOCALLY 
TEDDINGTON 
 
TotallyLocallyTeddington 
is Teddington’s showcase 
for  independent 
businesses and shops.  
 
It gives residents a reason 
to shop in Teddington. 
 
These useful tote bags are now on sale in several local 
shops. They can handle loads of shopping, recycling, 
gym gear, anything really! £5 each. 
 
Grab one before they all go! 
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NEW MEMBERS 
We are pleased to welcome many new members: 

 
Fiona Baum 
Margaret & Richard Beasley 
Margaret Buckland 
Sara & Adam Busfield 
Mark & Emma Callaway 
John & Sarah Clapton 
Jane Cliff 
Trish Corzine 
Alastair & Ruth Eperon 
Sharon Osten & Sally Ann Foster 
Marion Freudenberger 
Maritza & Norman Gibbs 
Simon Finch & Victoria Glaysher 

Stuart & Patricia Hamilton 
Simon Hoare 
Joyce Hutchinson 
Paul & Felicity Jackson 
Rob Kelly 
Jessica Petelin & Tom Kemp-
Potter 
Hugh Klien 
Sheila & Richard Leatherdale 
Martin Mauthner 
Karin & Leslie Mayhew 
David Mayne 
Michael McCarthy 

Sally Johnson & Robin McCron 
Judy Morrall 
Julian & Melanie Naylor 
H Ransom 
Ann Reed 
Jan Lloyd & Paul Roach 
Carolyn Smith 
Bryan & Margaret Stonehouse 
Ruth & Stuart Unstead-Joss 
Stuart & Cathrine Withycombe 
John Wright 

 
Our membership currently includes over 650 households. The majority of our members have supplied us with email 
addresses so we will be sending bulk emails from time to time to remind members about forthcoming events organised 
by the Teddington Society and in some cases other issues relevant to Teddington residents. 
 
We aim to keep the Teddington Society website up to date so do visit this for the latest news and details of events.  
However we are aware that some of our members do not use email or visit websites so we hope to continue to include as 
much information as we can in Tidings. 

 

BUILDINGS OF TOWNSCAPE MERIT 
Keith Atkinson (Project Co-Ordinator) 
 
The National Archives at Kew have generously granted 
The Teddington Society a ten-year licence to 
incorporate into our website copies of the actual 
handwritten Census pages for Teddington from 1841 to 
1901. 
 
As a result it is now possible to freely research the 
occupants, occupations, ages, places of birth of the 
inhabitants of Teddington, street by street, back over 
170 years as well as the 800+ Buildings of Townscape 
Merit (BTMs) and 45 Listed Buildings in our 
neighbourhood. 
 
Just visit the Teddington Society's website and make 
your way to the link for the BTM Directory. There you 
will find under item 5 of the introductory paragraph a 
link to the Census information. The opening page on 
Censuses gives help and instructions as to how to access 
information. 
 
You can look at the Census pages by Road or by Census 
year. If you look at the Census year you can view the 
Census Enumerator's journey as he or she traversed his 
allotted area of Teddington. Pages can be magnified and 
printed out.  Where streets have changed their names 
over the decades, we have shown these.  
 
We are in the process of transcribing the written census 
pages into more readable formats and have completed 
1841 and 1851 so far. If anyone would like to assist in 
completing the rest, or the major task outstanding of 
adding the 1911 Census, please contact me. 

 
The Teddington Society team working on this project 
are Ken Howe (Convenor History Group), Colin Hicks(IT 
and website design), Ann Miller, Gilly Hughes, Hilary 
Marshal,(History Group Members), Brian Bolam (Listed 
Buildings - Member of Planning Group) together with 
help from Paddy Ching, Sheena Harold, Roger Theobald, 
Sally Howland, Mike Woods and Cathy Blake of The 
Environment Trust, Richmond. 
 
We hope you all enjoy looking at the site and finding it 
as fascinating as we do! 
 

NOEL'S NINE 

Peter Denton 
 
For the first time since 1936, Richmond Theatre set 
aside four days in June to stage a remarkable collection 
of nine one-act plays by Teddington’s master 
playwright, Sir Noël Coward. 
 
Presented under the title Tonight at 8.30, the plays were 
performed by the English Touring Theatre and directed 
by Blanche McIntyre 
 
“Really good writing is timeless,” Blanche McIntyre 
explained to Tidings, “and they called Coward ‘The 
Master’ for a reason. His skill at observing characters 
and creating plots is dazzling. He's also a more humane 
writer than people might think. Working on the Tonight 
at 8.30 plays has been extraordinary – all 71 characters 
are real people with problems and hinterlands and 
dignity. I don't think you ever get tired of someone who 
writes those portraits so well – it’s entertainment in its 
fullest sense, and that’s the best kind of theatre.” 
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CORPORATE 
MEMBERS 

1 of 1 Design 
Architecture:wk 
British Maritime Technology 
Broom Water Association 
Byrne Group PLC  
Curves of Hampton  
Dexters 
Diners Delight  
Edward Giles Online Estate Agents 
Elements Hair Salon 
Elleray Hall Social Club 
Fairwater House Residents 
Association 
Fiona Evans Dental Surgery 
Haymarket Media Group 
Kagan Moss & Co Solicitors 
Kindle Stoves 
Kitchen Sync 
La Casa Del Habana  
Landmark Arts Centre 
Malo Clinic  
Mela Mela  
Milestone Residential  
Moiduls  
Nova Fortuny  
National Physical Laboratory 
Park Lane Stables 
Parsonage & Co Solicitors 
Roger Sutton & Co Accountants 
San Marino Mail UK  
Seed and Bean Organic Chocolate 
company 
Shambles Bar & Restaurant 
Sidra Patisserie 
Simply Sound and Vision 
Sims Opticians 
Snellers Estate agents 
Squires Garden Centre 
Stagecoach Twickenham 
Performing Arts for children 
Stepping On Out  
Stevens Tyres 
Stone Rowe Brewer Solicitors 
Stoneydeep Residents Association 
Studio 148  
Tamesis Club   
Teddington Cricket Club 
Teddington Artists 
Teddington Bowling Club 
Teddnet Association of independent 
workers 
The Fallow Deer  
The Financial Planning Group 
The French Tarte  
The Fun Factory  
The Lensbury 
The Park Hotel 
The Strawberry Hill House Trust 
The Tree Agency 
TW11 Magazine 
Waterstones  
Woodgate-Loydor Ltd  
Zeldaland 

FRENCH TARTE 
A genuine taste of France has 
arrived at 45 High Street with the 
recent opening of the French 
Tarte – one of the Society’s newest 
corporate members.  
 

 
 
With its elegant gold lettering on 
the front windows to match the 
quality of its edible delights inside, 
this traditional boulangerie-
patisserie is a welcome addition to 
the  small, individual businesses 
which give Teddington so much of 
its unique ‘feel’. 
 
The French Tarte’s celebrated 
sister restaurant, The French 
Table, can be found in Maple Road, 
Surbiton. 

 

FALLOW DEER 
Meet Alex Camilleri – who looks as 
unique as the food she prepares! 
 

 
 
Alex is the owner of The Fallow 
Deer, the café which has recently 
moved from one side of the High 
Street to number 130 on the other 
side. “We needed bigger premises” 
she explained, “because in the old 
shop we were turning customers 
away.” 
 
Not surprising: the café is noted 
for its cream teas – and now, on 
Friday evenings, Alex and her 
colleagues are serving cocktails 
too.

CURVES 

Our latest Corporate Member is 
CURVES based at 77-81 Station 
Road, Hampton TW12 2BJ where 
owner Justine Hales runs her 
workout and keep fit business. 
 

 
 
We met Justine keeping fit 
running a stall at the River 
Festival.  Find out more by 
phoning 020 3068 0077.   
 

ELLERAY HALL  
Elleray Hall provides a service for 
adults, with emphasis on the 
elderly and is in the centre of 
Teddington. It provides a safe 
welcoming environment where 
people can socialise. 
 
They would like to recruit a new 
Treasurer and Vice Chairman. 
These positions would suit 
someone with empathy towards 
and an understanding of the needs 
of the elderly. 
 

 
 

If you feel you could give your 
time and expertise in supporting 
this service within the community, 
look at the website : 

www.ellerayhall.com 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
The corporate membership 
currently includes over 60 
establishments and we are 
pleased to welcome : 

The French Tarte 
Seed and Bean 
Stagecoach, Twickenham 
Curves, Hampton 
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FLOODS 
 
Following the disastrous floods in 
the Wraysbury / Staines / 
Shepperton area, the 
Environmental Agency has 
presented its plans for flood 
prevention work in the Lower 
Thames. 
 
The map shows seven proposed 
projects – three new channels, the 
widening of the Desborough Cut 
and enhancements of the weirs at 
Sunbury, Moseley and Teddington. 
 
More from Brian Holder's Group 
in due course. 

 

CHEQUES FOR LOCAL CHARITIES 
Two local charities benefited from this year's Village Fair : ARC and Beating Bowel Cancer.
 
Addison Road Community (ARC)  is a community 
effort to  reopen  the football cage and redesign the  
play area for all the residents of Addison, Borland, 
Down & Hawkins Roads and Kingston Lane . 
 

 
 
Sally Howland presented Sarah Page and some  local 
residents with a cheque for £700. 

 
Beating Bowel Cancer also received £700. 
 

 
 
Our photo shows Rev Joe Moffat, Sally Howland and 
Sheena Harold from The Teddington Society 
presenting the cheque to Mark Flannagan (Chief 
Executive of Beating Bowel Cancer), Roxanne Cullen 
(Community Fundraiser), Jo Garnham (Head of 
Service Delivery) and colleagues at their offices.  . 

BOWLING CLUB 
 
Teddington Bowling Club hosted this year’s Mayor’s 
Match when they represented the Mayor.  The other 
teams that took part were Strawberry Hill, Hampton 
and Sheen Common who won the match.   
The Deputy Mayor Mr Stephen Speak presented the 
cup to them.  Teddington Bowling Club gave a 
donation to the Mayor’s Charities.  If anyone is 
interested in joining the Bowling Club, they are very 
welcome on any Wednesday afternoon at Grove 
Gardens at 2 pm.  For more information, please 
contact Christine Caswell on 020 8943 1329. 
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PUZZLE PAGE 
 
This Sudoku puzzle is done with letters instead of the 
customary digits.  As usual, every row, every column 
and every 3x3 square must have all nine letters. 
 

When you have finished, the line of grey squares will 
spell something familiar to all Tidings readers  
 
The hard bit for the puzzle designer, of course, is 
finding a word or phrase with exactly nine letters, all 
of them different, like "WONDERFUL" or 
"SIXTYFOUR".  Can you, I wonder, find the name of a 
tube station with this property.  Something like 
"NORTHWICK Park" perhaps.  There are two more on 
the District Line and two on the Jubilee line, plus a 
few others. 
 
Now let's make it a bit harder.  Can you find a LOCAL 
name with more than nine letters, all different? 
Something like "CAMBRIDGE Road" or "BRIDGE 
WAY" perhaps, but now with at least TEN different 
letters.  And it has to be local, somewhere in 
Teddington, Whitton, Hampton or Twickenham. 
 
I'll give you a clue.  It is in the form of another puzzle.  
"Can you make a 10 letter word using only the letters 
on the top row of a typewriter? (this time the letters 
don't all have to be different)". 
 
"And why is that puzzle a clue to the first one?", you 
may well ask.  Well, when you have solved it, you will 
know!  Then you can easily solve the first puzzle.

 

COMPETITION WINNER 
 
In our Spring issue the competition first prize was a 
pair of tickets to see "My Boy Jack" generously 
donated by our friends at the Teddington Theatre 
Club based in the Hampton Hill Playhouse, Hampton 
Hill High Street (originally the TTC was in Craig Hall, 
Clarence Road, Teddington!). 
 
The lucky winner was Michael Foss, of our Planning 
Group.  He and his wife Helga enjoyed a performance 
on June 29th.  
 
To enjoy a visit to the Theatre look at their website to 
see future productions.   
http://www.hamptonhillplayhouse.org.uk/ 

 

QUINCUNX 
 
What does this word mean? 
 the pattern of five spots on a dice 
 a Roman coin 
 a long novel by a first time writer 
 a triangular array of pegs 
 an overlapping arrangement of five petals 

 
Answers at the bottom of the back page 

PITHIVIER 
 
What does this word mean? 
 a summary of a legal argument 
 a small Highland animal, like a Haggis 
 a favourite Teddington dish 
 an icebreaker for clearing canals 
 a hopeless hand in Poker 
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SOCIETY EVENTS 
 
Tuesday 21st October:   
Skip Garden and Kings Cross Regeneration Walk 
 
This is a moveable garden in the Kings Cross 
development and is part of a project to engage local 
young people with gardens, where food comes from 
etc etc It will  include a tour of the Skip Garden with 
the Head Gardener.  

 
Catch 09.42 train, via Vauxhall to Kings Cross or meet 
outside Boots, Kings Cross to start at 11.00.  Cost £10 
per person. Please contact Pamela McHutchon at 
pmchutchon@btinternet.com or 07802 822812 
and pay her in advance. 
 
Thursday 27th November: 
Lights Up Night - Teddington's Christmas Lights will 
be switched on at 6.30 & the High Street closed.   

 

Peg Woffington Coffee Mornings 
 
Come to Peg Woffington's Cottage, 167 High 
Street around 11am to meet members of the 
Society.  All welcome. 
 

Tuesday 14th October 
Wednesday 12th November  

 

NEW TEDDINGTON SOCIETY MUGS 

 
Local artist and 
graphic designer Sue 
Ribbans has designed 
a brand new mug for 
the Society showing 
the names of people 
and places famously 
associated with 
Teddington. 
 
The bone china mugs 
cost £5 each and can 
be obtained from our 
Hon. Secretary, 
Josette, at Stevens Tyres, 25 Church Road from 
Monday to Friday or from Publicity Officer, Sheena, 
by phoning 020 8977 2700 and arranging a pick up 
time at 1 Avenue Road.   
 

MERITS LUNCH 
 
Thursday 20th & Friday 28th November: 
 
Two dates from which to choose for our Annual  
Christmas Lunch at Merits Cookery School, Richmond 
College.  If one lunch proves too popular you will 
be offered the alternative day.  
 
Last year we filled the restaurant on both occasions, 
so do come again to encourage the young chefs and 
sample their delicious food.  Please make your choice 
from the menu enclosed and send to Angela Carvill 
(address on enclosure). A 3 course lunch will cost 
£9.50 - coffee & wine extra - we pay at the table.  The 
College & car park are off Egerton Road, which is off 
the A316 in Twickenham.  –  
 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL. 
 

CAPITAL CLEAN UP PROJECT 
Geoff Howland 
Many thanks to all the members of my team for 
the sterling efforts in cleaning up the local re-
cycling sites at the end of September.  The photo 
shows the group at the Cedars Road recycling 
centre.  This and other photos were sent off to 
the Greater London Authority as the "end of 
term report" of the Capital Clean Up Project 

.

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES 
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