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2012 New Year Party
for all Teddington Society

members.
Come and join us
Details on page 9

   Letter from the Chair 
   At the moment, while writing this piece in mid-October, we are 
having a warm and beautiful Indian summer but now is the time to 
look forward to the Teddington Society's winter events, Teddington 
Lights-up on 24th November, the Merit's Lunch and the New Year 
party. 
   There are, however, two troubling issues confronting us here in this 
Borough. One is the future status of our much-loved and widely 
admired Teddington Hospital.  The Friends of Teddington Hospital 
have arranged a public meeting on 10th November to discuss their 
concerns and hope that as many people as possible will attend.  
The other issue is the future provision of secondary education in the 
Borough and the Council's controversial decision to offer first option 
to an exclusively Catholic School. There is clearly going to be an 
increased demand for secondary schools in this Borough and it is 
very important that they cater for all our children. We hope that the 
Council will re-consider its decision. 

Jenny Hilton 
 

Hydro Electric Power for Teddington 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    

 

A packed audience at St. John’s Ambulance Hall in September to 
hear about the scheme to generate electricity from water power 
at Teddington Lock. More on pages 6 and 10. 

Dates for your diary:        Teddington Lights Up                 November 24th  
           New Year Party                                   January 21st  
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COUNCIL GIVES US A HAND!  

 
   When my family moved to Avenue Road 
in the 1950s, we were delighted to find a 
sign at the Clarence Road end of the 
street saying TO BUSHY PARK with a hand 
pointing the way. It was quaint and 
obviously had been there some time. 
Recently my neighbour, Jenny Jackson, 
appeared at my door with the hand. 

   Made of cast iron it was heavy & had fallen or been taken off. I asked 
Kay Roberts at the Council if we could have it reattached. A couple of 
weeks later, in bed with a heavy cold, I woke to an insistent ringing of 
the doorbell. Sticking my head out of the window, there was a man 
under the magnolia tree asking for my hand! The cast iron one. A week 
or so later there was our sign, replaced and mounted in a plastic 
covered metal mounting which should last us for another 50 or more 
years. So hats off to the Highways Department for a good job well done! 

Sheena Harold 
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From the Editor 
 

How relevant is the Teddington Society today? 
   Almost 40 years ago, a small group of people came together to 
fight a single planning application which seemed to encapsulate 
the potential threats to some of  those features of Teddington which 
made it such a pleasant place in which to live. From that single act, 
the Teddington Society was born and has continued to flourish.  
   The original guiding principles are enshrined in the Society’s 
constitution but we know that, over that last 40 years, the world has 
seen dramatic changes and, in turn, so has Teddington and the 
population it serves.  If we are to continue to expect our voice to be  
listened to and our opinions to be sought, it is vitally important that 
we can claim to represent the current views and expectations of 
our members and that we have the evidence to support this.  
   We regularly get feedback from our day-to-day contacts and 
conversations but this can only be a snapshot and, being human, 
we do tend to talk to people who share our own views and 
aspirations. We do need, therefore, to consult our membership 
more widely from time to time in order to get the broader view and 
to determine whether there are any areas where we need to 
change or improve our performance. One of those times is now – 
and indeed is probably the first time we have done this so 
comprehensively since 1973.  
   With this Newsletter you will find a questionnaire. We have tried to 
keep it short and to identify the main areas where we believe we 
should be concentrating. That does not prevent you though from 
raising any issues you feel strongly about or of waxing lyrical on 
any particular points. What we would ask though is that you take a 
little time to consider the questions posed and to send us your 
replies, however long or short. 
    If we are to remain the voice of Teddington, we need your input. 
Please reply. 
 
mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 20th January 
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Electoral Boundaries – Have Your Say
   In 2011, the Parliamentary Voting 
System and Constituencies Act laid 
down new rules for the sizes (numbers 
of voters) and areas of parliamentary 
constituencies. In England, the main 
effects are that the total number of 
constituencies reduces from 533 to 502 
and each constituency should have 
similar numbers of registered electors 
(between 72,810 and 80,473).  
   The Boundary Commission for 
England must report to Parliament by 
2013 on how these changes could be 
made. It is doing this by proposing new 
boundaries and seeking feedback 
from the public before final 
recommendations are put to 
Parliament. 
   The initial report scraps the old 
Twickenham constituency and puts 
the Teddington electoral ward along 
with others into a new constituency 
named TEDDINGTON & HANWORTH. 
The boundaries and other electoral 
wards to be included are shown in the 
picture. So, four Twickenham wards 
would be replaced by three from 
Hanworth/Hounslow.   
   There is a wealth of information, 
which includes the why, how, when, 
etc, published by the Commission and 
this can be found on their website: 
http://consultation.boundarycommissi
onforengland.independent.gov.uk/. 
This site will lead you to the detailed 
proposals and maps which relate to 
Teddington. The proposals can also be 
viewed at Teddington Library. 
   You are welcome to comment on 
any or all of the proposals. The obvious 
bones of contention will be the new 
boundaries and the existing electoral 
wards that they include. And, 
contrarily no doubt, the proposed 
names of the new constituencies may 
be the cause of even more heated 
debate.  
 
   You have a variety of ways to 
comment: 
• on-line 
• email to the Commission 
• letter to the Commission 
• at a public hearing 

 
   The deadline for responses for this 
stage is 5th December. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   The Executive Committee of 
the Teddington Society meets 
on 3rd December. If there is 
sufficient strength of feeling 
from members, and an obvious 
consensus, about any points 
related to Teddington, we may 
comment as a body but it does 
depend on the feedback that 
we get. If you would like to give 
us your comments, please send 
them to me, by 2nd December 
at the very latest, at: 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
152 Broom Road, TW11 9PQ or  
mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk.  
I will make sure that they are 
presented to the Executive 
Committee the next day. 
 
   Please note though that there is 
no guarantee that the members 
will have a united front. So, if you 
want your views heard, please 
make sure that you also send 
them directly to the Commission 
as an individual. 

Editor

Proposed boundaries: Teddington and Hanworth constituency 

Boundaries for new Teddington and Hanworth constituency 

Electoral wards with Teddington in old Twickenham 
constituency and also in new T & H constituency           

New electoral wards with Teddington in new constituency     

Electoral wards with Teddington in old Twickenham 
constituency but NOT in new T & H constituency           
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TRANSCRIPT OF A LETTER WRITTEN IN TEDDINGTON, MIDDX 
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR                       SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER 1940 
Background 

The writer is AMELIA CHANDLER (née Heather), my paternal grandmother (1881 - 1962) who moved with her 
parents to Teddington from East Molesey in 1882. She was at the time of writing living with her husband, 
EDWARD (1881 - 1945), in a flat over their Antiques Shop at No. 5 Hampton Road, Teddington, Middx. The 
recipient is her elder son, KENNETH CHANDLER (1909 – 2005) my father’s brother, who was stationed at the 
RAF Training Centre at Cranwell, Lincs. 

“Dear Ken 
Just a hurried line hoping you got your parcel safe. 
Marjorie (her daughter) contributed towards the eats. 
Now I daresay you are wondering how things are here. 
Well I must tell you we had the most terrifying experience 
anybody could have last Friday night (29 November 1940) 
and I sincerely hope we shall never have another one like 
it. We had 6 hours of hell ‐ bombs dropping all around us. 
It simply rained incendiaries. The street was lit up and the 
Baltic Timber Co. in Stanley Road, about 200 yards away 
from us was burnt out. The firemen were there all night 
and all day Saturday before it was put out and St. Mary’s 
College, Strawberry Hill was also burnt out, so you can 
guess what a target it was for the enemy. Bombs fell one 
after the other with terrific crashes, so I can assure you 
Teddington had it as hot as one could. We simply did not 
know where to go. Ron (her sister’s son who lived with his 
parents William and Florence Sims in Langham Road) was 
here ‐ he got caught as he came up to ask me to get 
something at the shops for his mother and as the raid 
came on so bad I told him he had better wait as it was not 
safe for him to go out. 

The siren went at about 6.15, but they didn’t start 
dropping bombs until after 7 o’clock, and then we had it 
well and truly. It was Crash Bang for hours. We thought 
every minute would be our last. Then at about 10 o’clock, 
Bang, Bang at our front door and a lot of shouting so I 
rushed and opened it and a man said, “Your roof’s on fire, 
you must come out of it”, so we all had to rush out in a 
terrific barrage and run to a shelter up Hampton Road, 
opposite the Hospital. I tell you Ken we were scared stiff, it 
was an incendiary bomb dropped on it, so the man soon 
put it out, but there is a big hole in the roof now in 
Marjorie’s bedroom, and Leslie’s (her younger son ‐ my 
father ‐ who was away in the Army) bedroom window is 
broken, also a part of the skylight over the kitchen. Miss 
Honey had her shop window smashed and a lot more had 
their windows broken in Broad Street, Queens Road and 
Walpole Road and there are only about 6 windows not 
broken down the High Street. Do you know the Willoughby 
Hotel opposite to Mrs. Brooks’ shop where she used to 
live? ... well that is a heap of dirt. The house next door had 
a direct hit and the blast took the Willoughby down. I think 
a wedding party was on there, we heard there were 17 
people killed but Marjorie and Leslie (Leslie came home 
yesterday but has gone back today) saw Joan Smyrk (a  

 

friend) and her mother this afternoon and they said there 
were people still alive in the ruins and they were giving 
them oxygen. It is terrible poor things. Then we heard 
tonight that they were getting them out, of course some 
are dead. A bomb also dropped at the side of the Bridge 
outside the sweet shop next to the toy shop and made a 
large crater in the ground and strange to say, not a 
window in the sweet shop is broken, while others near are. 
Three bombs also dropped in Watts Lane, about seven 
people were killed I think. One house is demolished and 
another wrecked and Lion House in Cambridge Road 
where Colonel Storrs lives ‐ (he is one of our Church 
Wardens) is also wrecked and his wife seriously injured, 
poor thing ‐ she is not strong and is nearly blind. Colonel 
Storrs was slightly hurt. We also heard the Lab. (National 
Physical Laboratory) had 2 direct hits and 7 people were 
killed in the air raid shelter. They were taken from other 
shelters that were over‐crowded and put there. In fact we 
heard that some of them were sent from the shop up 
Stanley Road next to the Baltic Timber Yard and the poor 
things were killed there, so I suppose it was to be. The 
house where Grandmother (her mother Elizabeth Heather 
née Haynes) used to live in Cambridge Road (No. 5) is also 
wrecked and no end more. The (number of) windows 
broken is colossal ‐ I don’t know how and when they are 
going to be mended, also where are all the people going 
who have had to get out of their houses. The Baptist 
Church is also wrecked. (In) Shacklegate Road there were 
people killed as a house was demolished. I am afraid there 
are a lot of people killed in Teddington, but Mum’s the 
Word ‐ don’t tell people too much. The Luxor Twickenham 
(cinema) is also wrecked and Phelps Storehouse. Sunbury 
Station they say is no more. Hampton and Feltham did not 
escape, so we all had a taste, but Teddington I believe had 
the biggest share. I do wish it would all end it is really very 
nerve racking. One doesn’t know where to go as nowhere 
is really safe ‐ even little country places get it sometimes. I 
am afraid only the Lord can stop it and I wish a miracle 
would come and help us. 

Now I must close hoping you are well, so cheerio.  

Love from all 

Mother” 

Transcribed by Rosemary Searle,  2005 
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Reports from the Groups 
 
Gardens  

 
Sheena Harold 8977 2700 
sam.harold@hotmail.com 

Horse Chestnuts 
   As you may know, Horse Chestnut trees are suffering 
all over the borough. At our AGM, Paul Cross, the 
Council’s Arboricultural Officer, outlined the problems 
the trees face which has resulted in some of them 
being declared unsafe and they are being felled. 
Apparently one on Twickenham Green fell down! 
Clarence Road residents all had letters from David 
Allister, Head of Parks, about the poor condition of their 
trees and, led by Carole & Richard Baker, a public 
meeting was arranged at the Bloated Mallard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clarence Road Horse Chestnuts 
 

   Unfortunately the pub double-booked their meeting 
room so many concerned residents couldn't get into 
the small area they offered as compensation! After 
struggling for a while, I suggested that St. John's 
Ambulance Hall be hired on another night so we could 
all air our views audibly and this was agreed with the 
Council offering to pick up the tab. Cllr. Martin 
Elengorn chaired the meeting, David Allister and Paul 
Cross both attended. Before the next tree meeting in 
November, Paul will send round details of some trees 
which might be suitable replacements for the road 
and the residents will decide whether they want all the 
Horse Chestnuts taken out at once or sporadically as 
they deteriorate. David said two were dangerous and 
six or seven rapidly deteriorating. I asked for two at the 
top of Avenue Road and Clarence Road to be taken 
into consideration as they also look poorly. 
   At the same meeting Andrew Porter, Street 
Lighting Engineer, got agreement that Clarence 
Road residents would be happy for their crumbling 
lighting columns to be replaced with new steel 
ones. He had sent out letters to all residents with 
illustration of the new steel one and a Victorian style 
heritage column, which was much more expensive 

and for which there was no appetite from the 
home owners who would have had to contribute. 
Jubilee and Elmfield Gardens 
   On another day Paul Cross came with me to look 
at the trees in Jubilee Gardens with a view to 
lighting two of them at Christmas. While there he 
pointed out that the three small silver birches 
looked decidedly unhappy and should come out, 
perhaps to be replaced with a nice colourful shrub 
which wouldn't have to compete with the much 
larger trees.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Across the road in Elmfield Gardens, the large 
blue ceanothus tree which I love is coming to the 
end of its life and will be removed. We thought 
perhaps an amelanchier might be a good 
replacement unless someone has a better idea?  
   Altogether the Parks people are to be 
commended for their community consultation. 
 
History 

 
Paddy Ching  8977 3091 
sam.harold@hotmail.com 

Teddington History Display Board 
   The History Group has been working hard 
designing the display board which will be placed in 
Elmfield Gardens and will give some of the history of 
the village of Teddington. We now have to 
approach the printer to take us a step nearer our 
final objective. Cllr. Fleming has advised us to apply 
for a Civic Pride grant towards the cost and we 
hope to have it up in time for the Queen's Diamond 
Jubilee and the opening of the Travelodge Hotel. 
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Local Property Histories 
   We get asked a number of questions about 
properties in Teddington, a few of which we can 
answer but some of our enquirers can tell us things we 
didn't know and we are delighted to hear from them. 
Langdon Down Centre Museum 
 
   In the previous issue of Tidings, we said that we'd like 
to donate a display cabinet to the forthcoming 
Langdon Down Centre Museum. Coincidentally, the 
Centre Manager, Lesley Alabaf, has approached the 
Society asking for help to conserve and make safe two 
original Victorian display cabinets from Earlswood 
Hospital where John Langdon Down started his 
enlightened work. Indeed did the great man himself 
ever use them?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   They need woodworm prevention work and the 2mm 
glass to be replaced with 3mm non-reflective 
toughened acrylic material to make them health & 
safety compliant. By the time you read this, we hope 
our donation will have enabled the work to be done 
before the Museum opens officially early next year. 
    Look on www.downs-syndrome.org.uk website for 
the latest news before you go along yourselves.  
 
Riverside & Open Spaces

Ann Sayer 8977 9495           
a.sayer1@which.net           
Bushy Park 
   When the last Tidings was published we were waiting 
to find out details of the new management system for 
the Royal Parks.  We knew that The Royal Parks Agency 
is to remain an executive agency of the Dept for 
Culture, Media and Sport, but details of a new Royal 
Parks Board were still awaited. 
   We now know the proposed composition of the 
Board, which is to be appointed by the Mayor of 
London.  It gives some cause for concern.  For 
instance there is no mention of a member whose 
specific concern would be the environment, yet in 
our local Royal Parks (Bushy and Richmond) the 
natural environment is of prime importance.  There is 
no mention of local boards to cover matters relating 
to individual parks, yet these would fit in very well with 
the concepts of localism and the Big Society. Local 
boards may be particularly important for Bushy and 
Richmond which are rather different from the rest of 

the Royal Parks - large / environmentally important / 
outer London / deer parks. 
   As this Tidings goes to press, the joint Richmond and 
Bushy Parks Forum is working hard to make sure our 
concerns are known to the authorities. 

 
Environment 

David Lawton 8977 6778 
janddlawton570@btinternet.com 

   September, as always, was a busy month. Our 
essential big site clean was carried out by an 
enthusiastic team on the 14th, when we found the 
sites in a better condition than normal. Sadly, later 
visits, particularly to the Tesco site have revealed 
continual dumping. Both these sites have been re-
organised to provide a little more space and we feel 
they are now less intimidating – and, of course, at 
Cedar Road we now have a clothes bin.  
   Our Autumnal evening pick was at Elmfield and 
Jubilee Gardens, when we had huge turn-out and 
cleared a considerable amount of cans, bottles and 
general rubbish, leaving in our wake, near perfect 
gardens. 
   Our first public meeting since 1994 at St John’s 
Ambulance Hall, on the HUG Hydro scheme, was a 
worthwhile event and much appreciated. It was a 
team effort, involving available TEG Committee 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A rapt audience (above) 
and some of our band of 
“helpers” (right) who worked 
so hard to ensure the night 
went so smoothly. 
 
members and four members of the “Helpers Team”, 
who carried out such varied and essential tasks as 
erecting publicity posters, buying and running the 
refreshments, welcoming at the door, putting out and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(l. to r. James Heather (HUG), Steven Naylor 
(Env.Agency),  Pieter Morpurgo and David Lawton) 
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putting away chairs, sweeping up, running round with 
the mike, and thanking our guest speakers. Our special 
thanks go to Pieter Morpurgo who not only chaired the 
meeting but also organised and set up the PA system, 
and occasionally untangled trailing mike cable from 
my feet. Details of the project are in the full report of 
the meeting on page 10. 
   By the time this issue of Tidings is out we will have had 
our November pick and be well on the way to 
organising next year’s events. Besides keeping your 
eye on the notices for usual picks and cleans, do 
watch this space for the presentation on Solar Power, 
and, of course, another Street Give and Take Day. 
 
Roads and Transport 

 
Brian Holder 8977 1579 
Brianholder99@aol.com 

Changes in speed limits – including more 20mph zones 
   The Government has announced a review of speed 
limits, including many more 20 mph zones. In the 2001/2 
Teddington Town Centre Improvements Study, 
residents asked for a 20mph speed limit for the High 
Street and Broad Street and recommended 20mph 
zones either side of the station (the full Report is on 
TeddSoc’s website). The Council’s Traffic Engineer, 
Colin Tether, then removed the tarmac from granite 
setts at the entrances to Adelaide, Albert and 
Clarence Roads in readiness for 20 mph Home Zones.  
   Unfortunately, the then LibDem Council did not act 
on these recommendations and the succeeding 
Conservative Council withdrew funding for the 
continuation of the Study – hence no 20 mph zones. 
However, a 20 mph speed limit and other safety 
measures were introduced in Queens Road in 
December 2002 – a long-standing request of local 
residents and TeddSoc since 1998.  
   Currently, Park Lane residents are seeking a fully 
justified 20 mph speed limit. This road, a very busy local 
rat-run, has many young families there, and a popular 
riding stables with many young riders. There is no 
evidence of drivers exceeding 30 mph but, with 
parking on both sides of the road, cyclists and horses in 
the road, and the possibility of children crossing 
between vehicles, a 20 mph speed limit is essential.  
The Richmond Card – have you got one and are 
you getting your 30 free minutes? 
   After a long and rather shambolic development 
period, the Richmond Card is now up and running 
successfully. The R&T Group supported the principle 
of the card when it was first introduced but take-up 
was very low - probably under 3000 - and the 
software did not live up to expectations. These 
problems were addressed by issuing thousands of 
free unregistered cards, simplifying parking tariffs, and 
upgrading of the software to allow cardholders 
discounts and 30 minute free parking. These cards 
could be used for a short period, but then had to be 
registered to ensure that only Richmond’s residents 

and businesses benefited from the parking 
concessions. 
   The Richmond Card is very easy to use; just insert it 
in the parking meter, wait a few moments for the 
current time to be replaced by the free 30 minute 
expiry time, then press the green button and the free 
parking voucher will be printed. For longer stays, the 
free 30 minutes no longer applies, and you will have 
to pay a discounted price for the full period you 
intend to stay. Payment can be made in cash, or by 
deduction from your Richmond Card’s credit 
balance (I recommend keeping a small credit 
balance to save the hassle of finding change to 
speed up the transaction). 
Removal of more yellow lines  
   The Council’s policy, to remove all unnecessary 
yellow lines in shopping centres to create more 
parking spaces for shoppers, has been expanded to 
include the removal of other unnecessary yellow 
lines. There are many cases of yellow lines being put 
in place where drivers would simply never park – for 
example, there is a yellow line on the roundabout at 
the top of the Teddington’s railway bridge, limiting 
parking to 8.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Friday. No 
driver would ever park there, so why the need for the 
unsightly lines?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   I have been asking, unsuccessfully, for many years 
for these lines to be removed. If you are aware of any 
similar cases anywhere in Teddington, please let me 
know, and I will pass details on to the relevant 
Councillors and Officials.   

New cycle map 
   Following the Olympic cycling test event in August, 
It cannot have escaped anyone’s attention, that 
there has been a massive increase in the number of 
cyclists passing through and around Teddington. 
Many are clearly lycra-clad enthusiasts trying out the 
course, but there is a new group of new and returning 
cyclists – possibly ex-motorists - many of whom who 
look distinctly uncertain about how best to tackle 
junctions and roundabouts. We should be particularly 
aware of such riders, and I would recommend that all 
such riders should get hold of the borough’s new 
cycle map, and look for routes along quiet roads 
which avoid busy main roads. Accidents must be 
avoided at all costs, however annoying some cyclists 
can be at times.       
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Planning 
 

Michael Foss 
Contact point: Brian Lane 8943 0811 or email to 
all@angelalane.plus.com  

   Among the planning applications monitored by the 
group, three call for comment (the Council’s planning 
reference numbers are in parentheses): 

Station Road garden centre (11/2527/FUL) 
   The existing small garden centre is a colourful and 
attractive feature of Station Road. An application was 
submitted to replace it by a three storey building, with 
a garden centre unit and café on the ground floor, 
work units on the first and flats on the second. In our 
view, this will produce an undesirably large building, 
out of keeping with the predominantly residential 
character of the street, and we have opposed the 
application. 

2-6, 8-10 Wades Lane (11/3029/FUL) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   This street, in the heart of Teddington, is very 
confined, with very limited parking space. The new 
application, which involves partial demolition of the 
existing industrial premises and their replacement by 
infills comprising a bungalow and flats, is essentially a 
re-run of an earlier one, to which we objected. No 
provision is made for parking. We believe this sensitive 
site requires a more imaginative approach to 
development, and have opposed the application. 

Broad Street 
   Along with the High Street, the Broad Street is the 
core of Teddington. In our view it is less attractive than 
it could or should be. Over the years we have made  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

representations on new shop fronts and other 
changes, and are now in correspondence with Tesco 
on upgrading the appearance of their store, the 
single most prominent building in the street. We have 
also taken up the issue with the Planning Department, 
which recognises that the street is somewhat ‘dated’; 
their Public Spaces group and ‘Village Plans’ project 
will look at possible improvements.  
   Meanwhile, we believe there are two aspects of the 
street which call for upgrading: the carriageway, 
which is in a very poor condition, and the pavements 
which, in many places, are patched or have 
disparate paving stones. A renewal of these 
components could transform the overall appearance 
of the street. To the objection that we live in hard 
financial times, it may be noted that Twickenham, 
Whitton and Barnes have each recently received 
considerable sums for town centre improvements 
from the Mayor’s Outer London Fund! The group 
would welcome other ideas from Society members 
for the enhancement of the street. 
 
Park House, Station Road (11/1436/FUL) 
   The application, reported in the last issue of Tidings, 
to build a four-storey residential block alongside the 
main building, housing nine flats, has been rejected 
on grounds of increased burden on transport, health 
and education infrastructure and services. We 
supported the application. It has now gone to 
appeal. 
 

 
 
STOP PRESS – BRITAIN IN BLOOM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo shows (l to r): 
Reg Leach (LBRut Parks Operations Manager), 
Sheena receiving the Silver Gilt City award from 
Rachel de Thame and Cllr. David Marlowe at the 
Britain In Bloom awards night in St Andrews on 
September 25th.  The judges said that, as a first time 
entry in the Britain In Bloom finals, the London 
Borough of Richmond upon Thames proved 
themselves to have grasped the mantle of 
representing London In Bloom in the competition 
admirably. This green borough with its many fine 
parks and open spaces continues to experiment 
with bold new initiatives.  
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The Teddington Society  
New Year Party 

 

 
All members are invited to the Society’s New Year Party 

 
               When:       21 January 2012  at 7.30 pm 
               Where:      The Parish Hall, Langham Road, Teddington 

 
Socialise with old friends  

Make new ones 
Catch up on what everyone’s been up to 

 
Lots of delicious home-made nibbles  

(feel free to offer some of your own specialities) 
 

Soft drinks, tea and coffee, wine 
 

PLUS  
 

The Annual Quiz  
just to get those brain cells working again 

after the Christmas festivities 
 
 

Please let our Secretary, Maria Pemberton, know if you’re coming 
               

    by letter/note to    41 Church Lane, Teddington, TW11 8PA 
                  or email              secretary@teddingtonsociety.org.uk 
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HYDRO ELECTRICS IN TEDDINGTON
   At a packed Environment 
Group sponsored meeting at the 
St John Ambulance Hall, in 
September, the Ham United 
Group (HUG) presented their 
Hydro scheme to the people of 
Teddington. The meeting, chaired 
by Pieter Morpurgo, saw James 
Heather, the project manager, 
enthusiastically showing us how 
HUG proposed to harness 
Teddington Weir and produce a 
lot of energy. Enough to create 
almost 1.9 gigawatt-hours of 
electricity each year.  In more 
down to earth terms, this could 
provide oomph for over 19 million 
kettles, and perhaps enough 
power for 600 homes. 
   It had been a case of having a 
weir and making good use of it 
and the Environment Agency had 
expressed interest in using HUG as 
the preferred project managers. 
So, a Community Investment 
Company (CIC) had been set up 
to carry the project forward and 
considerable time expended in 
tests, environmental analyses, 
procuring technical input, and 
financial backing. 
   Financial support would come 
via grant and fund applications, 
and local share issues. After the 
start-up, the electricity produced 
would be sold to the National 
Grid and, in turn, produce an 
income. The distribution of this 
non-profit income would then be 
controlled by a Community Fund 
“Panel”, which would prioritise 
local sustainability, low carbon 
and environmental projects. 
   The power would be provided 
by Archimedes screws, historically 
used for lifting water. By reversing  

that process, the screws 
would be turned by the 
falling water and these would 
then turn individual 
generators, to create the 
electricity. To show how this 
would work, there was even 
a live working model on 
show. 
   The in i t ia l  des igns  had 
called for 4 of these screws, 
but, with fine tuning and by 
increasing the size of the  
screws, it was found that the 
same amount of power could be 
generated by using just three, 
t h u s  r e d u c i n g  a c t u a l 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o s t s  a n d 
creating additional space for the 
adjoining fish pass. The fish pass 
would enable f ish to travel 
upstream without having to 
negotiate the turbines. The 
screws themselves would be 
designed to minimise damage to 
f i sh  t ravel l ing downst ream. 
   It was hoped that construction, 
given the right finance, would 
begin in May 2012 and, whilst the 
initial work would be noisy during 
the breaking up of the existing 
structure, we were assured that 
after this things would quieten 
down: they would work normal 
constructional hours with no 
night shifts and no weekends. 
They are carrying out noise 
impact assessments but the 
operational noise of turbines and 
generators was not expected to 
be high. They were considering 
bringing in materials and plant 
along the river and the 
commissioning was expected in 
September 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Steven Naylor from the 
Environment Agency explained 
that their role was as landlord, 
and the hydro would be ‘their 
asset’. They were fully in support 
of renewable energy, and they 
had to work closely with Ham 
Hydro to ensure that the brief was 
met and that all safety and 
environmental checks were fully 
made. Technical investigations 
had included an Environmental 
site audit, flood risk assessments 
and fish pass designs. 
   With a wide ranging knowledge 
of the project James, assisted by 
Chas Warlow and Gerhard 
Mueller, responded to a cross 
section of questions from the floor 
from ‘How will it be safeguarded 
from vandalism? to ‘How will the 
tides affect its performance?’ 
and ‘Can the speed of the 
alternators be controlled?’ 
   At the end of the evening we 
were in a much better position to 
appreciate all the work that had 
gone into the Teddington Lock 
project and the task ahead. The 
enthusiasm and professionalism of 
the project team, covering all 
aspects of this innovative 
scheme, from the legal side to 
fundraising, was certainly 
infectious. We were assured that, 
being in the Borough, Teddington 
would benefit, and that 
community funding would be 
distributed in the form of grants 
for sustainable and carbon 
reducing projects, leaving many 
of us convinced that it would 
certainly be useful to have the 
Society on board. 

David Lawton
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Friends of Bushy and Home Parks – Coming of Age 
 

 
 
“Dear Sir: 

   The Teddington Society would 
like to add its congratulations to 
its 'baby' the Friends of Bushy & 
Home Parks on reaching their 
majority (as reported in last 
week's issue: Park Friends get 
together for 21st).     
   On 17th November 1989 the 
Society organised a public 
meeting at St John's Ambulance 
Hall chaired by Wendy Dare, 
Teddington Society Chair, and 
attended by about 100 people. 
Opening the discussion, Dr John 
Cobb told of his reasons for 
wanting a "Friends" organisation 
to act as a representative body 
for users of the Park and to liaise 
with the Park authorities. He was 
duly elected Chairman and 20 
people joined the committee. A 
membership rate was set and 
people joined up there and 
then. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Philippa Morgan reported in our 
newsletter of December 1989 that 
a "Friends of Bushy & Home Parks" 
meeting was planned for January 
1990 with a speaker from Friends of 
Richmond Park. Today in 2011 our 
relationship is as strong as ever with 
a lot of cross-over members. In 
adulthood our 'child' has surpassed 
our expectations and the fact that 
Bushy Park is as healthy as it is 
today is down to the diligence of 
the Friends to whom we parents 
happily give the key to the door - 
or should that be gate? 

 
Sheena Harold 
Vice Chairman” 

 
(incidentally, we're in touch with 
Wendy Dare but does anybody 
know the whereabouts of John 
Cobb and Philippa Morgan?) 

 
BUSHY PARK Artist 

 
   Local artist Sue Ribbans (pictured 
below with one of her Bushy Park 
scenes) held an exhibition of her 
Bushy Park paintings at the 
Fountain Gallery in Hampton Court 
in August. I went along to see her 
atmospheric paintings of the deer, 
the park and trees as well as the 
odd fat lady!  I was lucky enough 
to secure a painting of the deer for 
my birthday present to me! If you'd 
like to keep up with Sue's activities 
go to www.sueribbans.co.uk In 
case you don't know, it's Sue's line 
drawings that decorate our 
Membership Application forms.  

Sheena Harold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sue is one of the resident artists at 
the Fountain Gallery which is 
situated at 26 Bridge Road, 
Hampton Court. Their next Group 
exhibition runs from 6th to 23rd 
December.  

 
Some of the excellent images that can be seen on the 
Friends website at http://www.fbhp.org.uk/index.php 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Prize-winning photo by Lewis Lloyd 
 

Prize-winning photo by Clive Scoggins             
21st Celebrations     

The Friends of Bushy & Home 
Parks celebrated a significant 
birthday recently. You may be 
a member of FBHP but did you 
know that we, the Teddington 
Society, are it's parent? Here 
(below) is the letter I sent to the 
Editor of the Richmond & 
Twickenham Times noting the 
fact. 

Sheena Harold 



  Page 12 
 
 

EDWARD WHYMPER (1840 – 1911) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   16th September 2011 saw the 
centenary of the death of 
Edward Whymper, an almost 
forgotten Victorian climber from 
mountaineering’s golden age. 
English Heritage has now 
commemorated his life with a 
Blue Plaque at his last address – 
82 Waldegrave Road. 
   Edward Whymper was born in 
London and trained as a wood-
engraver. This developed into 
illustrations and general artwork 
and, eventually, led to him 
accepting a commission in 1860 
to produce a series of alpine 
scenery drawings that took him 
to Switzerland for the first time. 
Whilst there, he was introduced 
to mountaineering and quickly 
became immersed in it.  
   He climbed the previously 
unbeaten Mont Pelvoux in 1861, 
the first of a series of climbs in the 
area which added much to the 
mapping of the range. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   In 1865 he concentrated his 
efforts on the Matterhorn and, 
after eight unsuccessful efforts, 
he switched to the east face, 
which was thought to be 
unclimbable. On 14th July 1865, 
he narrowly beat an Italian team 

to the summit, thus becoming 
the first man to climb the 
Matterhorn. 
   Disaster struck on the descent 
when the most inexperienced of 
the team, Douglas Hadow, lost 
his footing and fell, taking with 
him Lord Francis Douglas, Rev 
Charles Hudson and Michel Croz, 
their French guide who had 
accompanied Whymper to the 
summit. The rope broke, saving 
Whymper and the two other 
guides, Peter Taugwalder father 
and son. 
   As “The Times” later put it, the 
deceased were not “common 
men” and, despite the firm 
denials of the survivors, there 
were strong suggestions that the 
rope had been cut to save their 
lives. Queen Victoria even 
suggested that the sport should 
be outlawed altogether, 
   Whymper was haunted by the 
accident and he later wrote  
“Every night, do you understand, 
I see my comrades on the 
Matterhorn slipping on their 
backs, their arms outstretched, 
one after the other, in perfect 
order at equal distances – Croz 
the guide, first, then Hadow, then 
Hudson, and lastly Douglas. Yes I 
shall always see them....” 
   The profound effect it had on 
him caused him to take heavily 
to alcohol, a condition which 
stayed with him to the end of his 
life. Whymper rarely climbed the 
Alps again, even though he 
visited regularly. In 1871, he 
published his account of the ill-
fated Matterhorn expedition, 
“Scrambles amongst the Alps”. 
   In 1867 he went to Greenland 
on a surface exploration and 
improved the construction of 
Arctic sledges. He returned in 
1872 to survey the coastline. He 
then went to Ecuador where he 
conducted some very valuable 
experiments into altitude 
sickness. Whilst climbing in South 
America, he discovered that 
there were serious errors in the 
reading of aneroid barometers  

at high altitudes and introduced 
some improvements in their 
construction. The 1900s saw 
Whymper in Canada, visiting the 
Rocky Mountains and he struck a 
deal with the Canadian Pacific 
Railway to cover his costs in 
return for promoting the Rockies 
in his talks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   In 1906 he surprisingly married 
Edith Levin, the daughter of his 
landlady in Southend and forty-
five years his junior. They moved 
into 82 Waldegrave Road, 
Teddington, the only house he 
ever owned. Unfortunately the 
union did not last and, although 
they had a daughter, Ethel, who 
also became a mountaineer, 
they separated in 1910. 
   In later years, probably due to 
the Matterhorn experience and 
his alcoholism, he managed to 
antagonize those that worked 
with him. Whilst he continued to 
climb in Canada and Europe, he 
was becoming more physically 
limited in what he could achieve.  
  On 16th September 1911 Edward 
Whymper died aged 71, shortly 
after a climb in the Alps. He 
refused medical attention to the 
very point of death by locking his 
hotel door. 
   He is buried in Chamonix, 
France. 

Ken Howe 
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GET THERE FOR           FREE  
– an occasional series 

 
 
 
 
 

   
   If you’re lucky enough 
to be over 60, you can 
put your Freedom Pass to 
good use. 

   There are a number of places well worth a 
visit which can be reached by bus, train or 
underground – and the occasional foot-power 
– courtesy of your Freedom Pass. One of the 
nearest is the Wetlands Centre at Barnes. 
Details opposite. 

Why not try it with some friends? 
 
 
 
 
 

Angela Carvill 
 

 
 

Switch-over to Digital TV – Are you ready?     Missed the Bus?  
 

   Remember the good old 
days? Just one switch – 
on/off, only one channel. All 
you had to do was have 
someone on the roof trying to 
align the aerial while you 
twiddled the tuning button 
downstairs. Today the options 
seem to be infinite.  
   Original TV broadcasts used 
ANALOGUE techniques but, 
today, the best results are 
obtained using DIGITAL. As a 
result, all ANOLOGUE broadcasts will be switched off in 2012 and 
replaced by a stronger DIGITAL TV signal. It will mean that almost 
everyone will be able to receive DIGITAL TV through an aerial 
(Freeview). Most televisions now are ready for DIGITAL. If yours is not, 
it will need to be converted before the switchover date. In the 
Teddington area, the switch-over dates are: 
  4th April 2012    BBC2 analogue channel is switched off 
18th April 2012  all other analogue channels are switched off 
 
Not sure whether you need to do anything, then you can get advice at: 
 
http://www.digitaluk.co.uk or call 08456 50 50 50  – free for 
BT users .  Hours 9 am to 5 pm – Mon to Sat,  closed on Sundays  
or you can use the BBC's Switchover Help Scheme at 
http://www.helpscheme.co.uk or call 0800 4085 900  
 

    The Wetlands Centre 
       Queen Elizabeth Walk 
          Barnes  SW13 9WT 
 
It’s a great nature reserve to 
explore - open 7 days a week 
   9.30 to 17.00 in winter,  
   9.30 to 18.00 in summer.  
Free guided tours 11am & 2 pm  
How to get there? 
    either 
Take the 33 Bus from  
Teddington Library 
Get off at Red Lion bus stop in 
Rocks Lane, Barnes 
    or 
Take the train from Teddington 
to Barnes – then a 15 min walk 
 
More details at their websites 
http://www.wwt.org.uk/visit-
us/london/how-to-find-us  
(all modes of transport) 
http://www.quickmap.com/1/ 
wetlands3.htm 
(very helpful moving map) 
 

Please let us know if you have a favourite place that can be reached 
by public transport so that we can make this a really useful series 

Wetlands 
Entrance 

Red Lion 
Bus Stop 

Barnes 
Station 

Ever wonder why it didn’t stop? 
Well, it may be that the rules have 
changed (although it doesn’t 
seem to be common 
knowledge). Every stop is now a 
REQUEST stop. 

If you’re ON the bus, you must 
ring the bell if you want it to stop. 

If you’re waiting at the bus stop, 
the bus must stop if it looks as 
though someone wants to get on. 

Best advice: if you’re waiting, put 
your hand out when the bus 
comes. 
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BUSINESS EXCHANGE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
La Casa Del Habano 
Bhavna and Ajay say:

   We set up our business in 1991 in Broad Street, 
Teddington and re-located to the High Street in 2008 in 
order to expand. We have just celebrated our 3rd Year 
at our new location at 76 High Street, Teddington. 
   La Casa Del Habano, the only franchise in UK, brings 
Cuba to England. From the moment you walk in, you 
are transported to Cuba.   

Salsa Music, Vintage & Rare Cuban Cigars, Cuban 
Coffee, not Cuban Chocolate but the best Belgian 
Chocolate in the world 'Neuhaus'. You can select 
and pick, we pack and wrap to perfection.  

We stock exotic bars! Bacon and Chocolate, Amedei 
'Porcelana' who only make 20,000 a year and won 
GOLD in 2009. We have Feeding Your Imagination, you 
think it! we have it. 

Gifts for him:  
We have Shaving Sets, from the finest badger hair, 
Shaving Cream, Silk Ties to Socks made in Italy,  Smokers 
Accessories, Pipes, Lighters, Cigar Lighters, Cigar 
Cutters, Cases and Humidors to store your cigars at 
home in perfect condition. 

Come and see what we have to offer...... 

Our Awards: 
Nominated by Hunters and Frankau " UK Specialist in 

Havanas of the year 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005 " 
Winner of the Silver Chaveta award from Hunters and 
Frankau "UK specialist in Havanas of the year 2008"  
 
La Casa Del Habano 
76 High Street 
Teddington  TW11 8JD 
020 8977 3793 
www.broadweighs-cigars.com 
www.havahavana.com 
www.la-casa-del-habano.co.uk (coming soon) 

  We warmly welcome our new Corporate Member             The Malo Clinic Dental Care 
and are grateful to all our Corporate Members for their continued support 

   A1 Collectables Ltd Lock Around The Clock Snellers 
   Architecture:wk               Mela Mela Squires Garden Centre 
   British Maritime Technology Milestone Residential Stoneydeep Residents Association Ltd 
   Broom Water Association  National Physical Laboratory  Tamesis Club 
   Eaton Publications Nova Fortuny Teddington Artists 
    Elements Parsonage & Co Teddington Bowling Club 
    The Financial Planning Group  realeyesmarketing Teddington Cricket Club 
   Haymarket Publishing   Richard Steer & Co Teddington Riverside Artists 
   It Takes 2 Roger Sutton & Co Teddnet 
   Kagan Moss & Co  Royal British Legion The Tree Agency 
   Landmark Arts Centre Sammy’s TW11 Magazine 
    La Casa Del Habano Shambles Bar & Restaurant  
a Lensbury Club  Sims Opticians  
 

MALO CLINIC DENTAL CARE 
Elmfield House 

 
As we go to press, the Malo Clinic has just 

joined as our latest Corporate Member. 
 

Teddington Society members will, I’m 
sure, extend a very warm welcome to 

Harpal and Jassy Chana who have 
allowed us to use Elmfield House for our 

Christmas Lights Up festivities. 
 

More next time  



  Page 15 
 
 

QUIZ CORNER 
   A great response last time. Was it that you all like Wordsearches 
or the thought of a mouth-watering meal at Shambles that 
inspired you? A slightly different type of crossword this time but a 
prize which also tempts the taste buds. Our latest Corporate 
member, La Casa Del Habano, are giving the winner a £30 gift 
voucher which can be exchanged for a selection of the truly 
tempting chocolates and sweets they provide. This could be a 
sumptuous addition to your Christmas table so we are setting the 
deadline for entries as Friday 16th December.  Don’t get caught 
out by the delays in postal deliveries – so, if you’re sending your 
answer by post, remember to post early! Good luck. 
 
Christmas codeword  
   Each letter of the alphabet is represented by a number and all letters of the alphabet have been included. 
Three letters are provided in the grid below the puzzle to start you off. Can you decipher the rest?  

When you have matched all the letters and numbers, use this to decode the 7-letter word in the answer 
grid beside the puzzle and send that word to the Editor. 

 
   Open to all members. All 
correct answers go into the hat 
and the winner of the La Casa 
del Habano voucher will be the 
first drawn. Teddington Society 
mugs to second and third 
places. 

 
Entries must be with the Editor 
by Friday 16th December.  

 
Answers to: 
The Editor, 152 Broom Road, 
Teddington, Middlesex TW11 
9PQ or by email to 
mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk
Make sure you give your name, 
address and phone number.   
 
 
Decode the grid below for 
your 7-letter answer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Solution and Winners – Issue no. 154 
   Congratulations for all the correct entries we 
received. The four missing items from the 
Shambles menu were:  

 
anatra, crespelle, formaggi, gamberoni 

First out of the hat and winner of the 
Shambles voucher:   

Christina Evans 
Consolation prizes of Teddington Society mugs to: 
      Diana MacDonald        and         Elizabeth Marris      

 

15 5 22 1 16

14 7 22 10 7 16 16 9 25 25 7 10

8 23 7 17 3 8 13

19 9 22 23 25 13 7 5 22 13 6 10 22 21

16 7 17 17

15 7 7 17 22 18 11 16 13 17 17 8 26 16

8 21 18 13 13

21 14 22 21 13 3 8 9 6 6 8 24 16

7 13 16 8 7

26 13 17 17 7 6 25 13 18 8 10 13 12 13

2 7 7 13

14 22 7 10 13 10 21 14 22 21 6 7 4 6

17 8 22 8 6 9 22

24 8 17 20 16 13 18 13 11 10 13 12

7 20 4 10 15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

R H C

7 18 19 9 22 10 24
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Printed by Woodgate-Loydor Ltd 
2 Elmfield Avenue, Teddington   TW11 8BS 

SOCIETY  EVENTS
 Thursday November 17th First of our lunches at 

Merits. If you haven’t already booked, please let 
Angela know before November 8th if you would like to 
come. Merits is the Twickenham Cookery College off 
Egerton Road which is off the A316 at Twickenham. 
Please arrive soon after 12 pm. 

 Thursday November 24th    Teddington Lights Up – 
a special evening – come and support your 
wonderful collection of High Street and Broad Street 
shops. They need your help to keep Teddington alive. 
Late evening shopping – lots of fun events for children 
and adults alike. See the insert with this issue. 

 Friday November 25th    Second Merits Lunch – 
same place, same time as above. Booking until 
November 15th.  

 Saturday January 21st   Teddington Society New 
Year Party at St Mary’s Parish Hall (see centre pages) 

 Thursday March 15th    Visit to the Household 
Cavalry Museum in Whitehall.   
 

 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  

   This is a unique military museum because it offers a 
“behind the scenes” look at the work which goes into 
the ceremonial duties of the Household Cavalry. You 
have first-hand accounts of preparations for the 
great ceremonial occasions and a (behind the glass 
screen) view into the working stables. John Kimmins 
will be our special guide for the morning. The museum 
is at Horse Guards, Whitehall. We will take the 9.40 
train to Waterloo from Teddington, platform 2.  
Admission fee: £6/£4 

Angela Carvill 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

The Teddington Society membership application form 
TITLE……      SURNAME………………………………………............... 
 
FIRST NAMES…………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………. 
 
......................................................................................................... 
 
POSTCODE …………            TELEPHONE…………………………….. 
 
EMAIL…………………………………………………………………….. 
 

RATES: Individual £5 Family £7 Senior £3 Joint Senior £4 
Corporate £25 

Please circle any groups you are interested in joining: 

Historical Research           Planning            Roads & Transport 

Gardens              Riverside & Open Spaces         Environment 

Cheques should be made payable to:  
The Teddington Society 

Please return to Belinda Heal, 13 Broom Water, 
Teddington, TW11 9QJ 

For Standing Order payments, please contact Belinda 

TEDDINGTON SOCIETY 
We welcome the following new 
members: 
Mr. Mrs. Brian and Jill Bolam 
Prof. Jean Murray 
Miss Tracey Caswell 
Mrs. Jeanne Gask 
Mr. John Sutton 
Mrs. Christina Kenny 
Miss Dorothy Johnstone 
Robert Swan and Jean Smith 
Mr. Mrs. Stuart Higgins 

Become a member now! 

Booking for visits is essential  
Call Angela Carvill on 8977 0167 

Coffee Mornings 
at 

Peg Woffington’s Cottage 
 

167 High Street, Teddington  

at 11.00 am 

Wednesday  November 9th 

 

Tuesday  December 13th 

 

Tuesday  February 21st 

 

Come and enjoy Tony and Betty’s  

coffee and cakes and meet other 

 members of the Society 

 

All welcome 
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