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Punch and Judy entertainment for 

former patients at Normansfield 

Hospital. See article on page 3. 
 

   Letter from the Chair 

   The Teddington Society's usual summer activities have been taking 
place, including "Teddington in Flower" when it rained all afternoon! 
The Mayor, Clare Head, dressed in her full regalia, including a 

tricorne hat, nobly visited all 13 gardens getting progressively wetter 
but with undiminished spirit. Despite the rain we raised nearly £800 
for local charities. 
   We are, in many ways, having a unsettled summer but in July I was 
very glad to return to our temperate climate from a conference in 
Serbia where the temperature was 40 degrees. In other respects 

Teddington seems to be a haven from the economic storms that are 
sweeping the world and from the riots that are now erupting in our 
major cities, which are probably interconnected in a society where 
some people can receive obscene salaries whilst families see their 
support reduced.  In the Teddington Society we are very conscious of 
the lack of provision for young people (whatever happened to youth 

clubs?) and the proceeds of "Teddington in Flower" have gone to two 
local charities that provide support and friendship for families. 
       Let us hope that the Autumn brings more settled weather and a 
less turbulent economic and social climate. 

Jenny Hilton 

 

Olympic Cyclists visit Teddington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Mark Cavendish (with the green helmet) leads the pack over 

Teddington Bridge in the test run for next year’s Olympic cycling road 

race. Fittingly, Mark who was the green jersey winner earlier this year in 

the Tour de France, confirmed his superiority by leading the GB team 

to victory in this race. (Photo by Brian Holder) 

Dates for your diary:        Presentation, Ham Hydro project      September 30th  
           Teddington Lights Up                          November 24th 
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Mrs G 
   We sadly have to report the death of Anne 
Grantham on 18th May.  Anne to some but “Mrs G” or 
Akela to the hundreds of youngsters that attended the 
7th Teddington Cub Scouts over the years, I was one of 

the many adults that Mrs G enveigled into service. 
Hard work but totally enjoyable and satisfying.  

   As well as the Scouting movement and at the same time as raising four 
children, Mrs G also found time for many other local activities including 
a very active involvement with St Marks Church.  
   Someone who managed to engage so successfully with the younger 

generation, one of her last “official” engagements was the St George’s 
Day Parade this year at St. 
Mark’s. Our condolences go to 
her family but we can rest 
assured that Anthony and 
Charlie continue the scouting 

tradition at 7th Teddington that 
both Mr and Mrs G were the 
centre of for so many years.  

Editor 
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From the Editor 
 

Every Cloud has a Silver Lining 
    It’s an ill wind! It was touch and go that the previous issue of 

Tidings actually reached you. Our printers, 130Litho, went into 

liquidation but fortuitously our copies were coming out of the door 

just as the liquidators were moving in. Fortunately we have found 

another Teddington-based printer who can also offer us full-colour 

facilities. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that we can continue the 

high quality that Paul always gave us. 

 

The Teddington “Haven” 
   In our Chair’s letter, Jenny describes Teddington as a “haven”, 

shielded effectively from the troubles which the country has seen 

recently. We are very fortunate to be in this position and hope that 

this will continue. However, although commentators, historians, 

politicians and ourselves will debate the causes of these problems 

for many years to come, it is an inescapable fact that many of our 

youngsters seem to have become isolated from their communities. 

Whoever’s fault this is, as members of the community it behoves us 

to try and re-engage and to do out bit to ensure that this situation is 

reversed.  A number of members of the Teddington Society have 

expressed concerns that we too do not seem to be embracing our 

younger community or attracting them into membership. With the 

next issue you will find a questionnaire. It will address the question 

of whether we are still relevant to the current day and, in particular, 

it will ask questions about how we deal with the younger generation 

within our own Society. Recent events have given these questions a 

sharper focus and we need your input. I hope you will find the time 

to give us your views. 

 

mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 20th October 
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Normansfield Theatre 

   In May, the History Group visited 
the “Entertainment Hall” of 
Normansfield Theatre and 
discovered what a local treasure we 
had on our doorsteps. 
   We were met by the recently-
appointed archivist, Ian Jones-
Healey. He commenced by showing 
us some of the family photographs in 
the foyer and then led us into the 
theatre itself. The sight on entry to 
the auditorium is breathtaking; a 
room about 60ft by 35ft built to take 

an audience of 350 people, with a 
magnificent hammer beam roof 
complete with gas sun-burner. This 
led to the stage and a spectacularly 
decorated proscenium. Viewers of 
“Downton Abbey” would have 
noticed it as the setting for the 
village flower show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   We ascended the stage and 
inspected one of the backdrops 
which had been copied from one of 
the 100 original pieces of scenery 
found under the stage – possibly the 
best and most complete set of 
theatre scenery ever found in Britain. 
An exploration of the backstage 

passages followed and we revelled 
in our new found knowledge of 
Victorian theatre. 
   Ian then moved us on to the new 
Museum which is in a very early 
stage. He has acquired many items 
from the Royal Earlswood Hospital 
which was closed and redeveloped 
as luxury apartments. The Earlswood 
Hospital, the previous posting of 
John Langdon Down, was where he 
formulated many of his ideas for the 
care of the feeble minded. So these 
artefacts provide a very valuable 
addition to our understanding of the 

man and his  methods. Various 
explanatory panels have been 
p r e p a r e d  a n d  s h o w  t h e 
development of the whole complex  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
and many of the people 
involved. Much work still 
remains to be done, as 
and when the money 
becomes available, as 
Normansfield receives no 

state funding. 
   A f t e r  a  b r e a k  f o r 
tea/coffee and delicious 
home-made cakes, we 
gazed in awe at the 
several botanical panels, 
attributed to Marianne 
North, of the four muses  

On either side of the stage and the 
six original panels from Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s “Ruddigore” at the Savoy 
Theatre. 
   Ian then gave us all a most 
enlightening lecture presentation 
on the life and work of John 
Langdon Down and the building 

of the Normansfield site, starting 
from his humble beginnings as 
the son of a grocer in Torpoint, 
Cornwall, to first becoming a 
pharmacist and progressing to 
qual i fy  as  a doctor  at the 
London Hospital. He became the 
Physician at the London Hospital 
in 1858 and in the same year he 
was also appointed Physician 
Superintendent to the Earlswood 
Asylum for Idiots. He completely 
transformed the hospital with his  
pioneering methods of care and in 
1868 moved on to set up his own 

hospital at Normansfield. His 
achievements became legendary 
and the number of patients in his 
care grew from 19 at the start to 

200 by 1891. This care carried on 
through three generations of 
Langdon Downs until the hospital 
was absorbed into the NHS in 1951.  
   One of the fundamental areas of 
treatment of patients with long 
term or even permanent disabilities 
was to provide some form of 
entertainment for the patients to 
undertake themselves. Hence his 
building of the theatre which was 
then in constant use for patients, 
staff and family alike. All manner of 

amusements were staged such as 
dances, simple games, Punch & 
Judy shows, concerts, recitals, 
plays and even a dog show.  
   The last session was by Ian’s 
colleague, Susannah Seyman the 
Information Officer, who brought 
us up to date on the work of the 
Langdon Down Centre which has 
expanded nationwide and is still 
responding to new challenges 
especially in these times of cost 
cutting by both local and central 
governments. The Langdon Down 
Centre Trust is a registered charity, 

with Lesley Alabaf as its new 
Centre Manager, and needs all of 
the support it can muster. Sheena 
Harold mooted the Society could 
donate something like a display 
cabinet to the planned Museum.  
   Our outing closed with an 
appeal from Ian for any items of 
interest e.g. letters, pictures, prints, 
models, artefacts etc used or in 
connection with Normansfield to 
be donated to the new museum.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   By the time we left, nearly two 
hours had passed but, completely 

absorbed in the surroundings, we 
had lost all track of time. 

Ken Howe 

 

John Langdon Down 

 

North Wing Drive 
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Reports from the Groups 
 

Gardens  
 

Sheena Harold 8977 2700 

sam.harold@hotmail.com 

Teddington In Flower 

   For the first time since I've been associated with 
Teddington In Flower the weather was so bad that 
we considered not opening! Pat Shuttleworth and I 
did a 'sun dance' (sorry, no pictures) then went to 

meet the Mayor at the first garden with fingers 
crossed and umbrellas up. As we got there so did a 
couple of visitors so we persevered and amazingly 
so did many of you. In fact, although we had barely 
half the usual number of visitors we still managed to 
raise nearly £800 from our 13 venues. As you'll see 

from the photos (centre pages) the gardens looked 
lovely and had not suffered from the rain.  
   The Mayor, Cllr Clare Head, officially opened the 
Collis School greenhouse, which had benefitted 
from last year's event, then went on to open the 
new back garden at the Royal British Legion in the 

High Street whilst visiting all 13 gardens. We rounded 
up your donations to £800 and gave half to Home-
Start Richmond whose Co-ordinator Julie Papworth 
accepted a cheque from the Mayor and a second 
cheque for £400 has been sent to the Friendship 

Club at the Strathmore Centre.  
   A special mention to Maria Pemberton for what, I 
think, is the loveliest poster she's designed so far.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julia Papworth accepts a £400 donation to Home 

Start Richmond from our Mayor, Cllr Clare Head 

 

Richmond Borough In Bloom 

   This has been a busy year for Richmond Borough 

In Bloom with competitions for both London and 
Britain in Bloom.  All the RiB winners can be seen at: 
www.RichmondBoroughinBloom.co.uk . Overall, we 
can proudly claim that Teddington maintained its 
normal but excellent performance with 13 awards 

being made across all of the judging categories. 
The individual awards are listed alongside. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   We'll know the results of the London & Britain 

competitions in the next issue of Tidings. 
 

Hanging Baskets  

   Our Hanging Baskets are breeding! From just 2 
sponsored by the Society in the High Street for several 
years, we now have 46 by my count. Special thanks 
to our Corporate Members, the Lensbury Club and 
the National Physical Laboratory, who have baskets 
either side of the station to greet visitors and residents 

alike. Getting a grant from the Council enabled us to 
put up 2 more in Broad Street and 24 local businesses 
have sponsored baskets as you can see by the 
plaques on the lamp posts.  
 

 Richmond in Bloom Awards to Teddington  
 

Category 1: Front Gardens 
GOLD 
Christine Land   30 Arlington Road 

SILVER 
Steve Gilbert & Paul Draper  15C Avenue Road 

Catherine Ridler  136 Waldegrave Road 

Shirley Meaker   40 Udney Park Road 

 

Category 2: Residential Frontage 
GOLD 
Mrs Leah Gold   49 Bucklands Road 

Michael Langrish  9 North Lane 

BRONZE 
Diana MacDonald  6 Allbrook Close 

Category 4: Block of Flats 
BRONZE 
Atbara Court 

133-254 Harrowdene Gardens 

 

Category 5: Community Building 
GOLD 
Sacred Heart RC Church Kingston Road 

SILVER 
Royal British Legion Club High Street 

BRONZE 
Teddington Methodist Church & Community Centre 

 

Category 6: Hotel or Pub Exterior 
BRONZE 

Mason’s Arms 

 

Category 7: Business Premises 
SILVER 

Kindlestoves Station Road 

 

Gategory 10: Serco Environmental Award 
GOLD 
Shirley Meaker  40 Udney Park Road  
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Causeway 

   We've recently adopted what was a lonely, weed-
filled brick planter in the Causeway and turned it into 
a horticultural delight, so do go and look.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It's outside Causeway House at the Park Road end. 
Our group consists of Dick & Gilly Hughes, Pat & 
Duncan Shuttleworth, Hilary Marshall and me. Later 
we were joined on the watering rota by Michael 
Minas. This was made so much easier by Mike 
Hatherall of Opt4Mobility allowing us to fill up our 

watering cans in his shop. Recently Brian Holder 
helped us put up a plaque.  
 
Best in Show at the Chelsea Flower Show 

   Jenny and I were delighted to be there when the 
Mayor presented (see below) local garden designer 

Cleve West with a watercolour of the Isabella 
Plantation for winning Gold and Best in Show at the 
Chelsea Flower Show. Cleve, who lives locally, said 
he'd be happy to come and talk to us and perhaps 
hold a plant forum. He will be speaking at the Friends 

of Bushy and Home Park’s AGM next year. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 
 

Paddy Ching  8977 3091 
sam.harold@hotmail.com 

   The main event for the History group since the last 
report has been the visit to Normansfield Theatre. This 
is reported in the feature article on page 3. 
 

Riverside & Open Spaces

Ann Sayer 8977 9495           

a.sayer1@which.net           

Bushy Park 

   At the end of 2010 it seemed likely that the 
management of The Royal Parks, which was then an 
executive agency of the Dept for Culture, Media and 

Sport (DCMS) would be taken over by the Mayor of 
London. Forum meetings of organisations concerned 
with both Richmond Park and Bushy Park were held 
and a working party set up to ensure that the DCMS 
and the Mayor of London would understand fully 
what we regarded as important and “different” 

about our two local Royal Parks. Unlike the other 
Royal Parks they are essentially quiet, deer parks. 
   However, there was no mention of the Royal Parks 
in the Localism Bill put before Parliament at the end 
of last year and there was no mention in any 
amendment to the Bill up to the deadline in the 

Spring of this year. Finally in July, the DCMS made a 
short announcement that it is retaining overall 
responsibility for The Royal Parks but with a different 
management system, which is as yet rather vague. It 
covers several of our points of concern but is silent on 
others.  The future in detail remains rather uncertain. 

Watch this space! 

Environment 

David Lawton 8977 6778 

janddlawton570@btinternet.com 

Give and Take 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       Some happy customers at 

               the Give & Take 

   Our Give and Take in May in Twickenham Road was 

a huge success, and the best yet with over 60% of the 
residents taking part. It was a beautiful hot Spring, 
almost Summer, day, and a hive of activity;   what 
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friendly neighbours - it was a street party again! We 
had loads of goods - bikes to buggies, toys to tools, 
and customers started arriving around 10.30, well 
before the official opening time, many on their way 
to the Lifebooat Day at the Boathouse. Thank you all 
who took part - it was the most gratifying bit of 

recycling we have seen, and we hope you went 
away with at least one ‘trophy’.  
   So many enthused; "what a good idea" - some 
couldn't believe things were going free. It was a 
delight to see so many goods off to happy homes. 
We hope to roll this annual event further out across 

Teddington, so why not consider your road? 
 

Litterpicks 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   In June we held our Annual Riverside Clean-up, and 
although we had a smaller turn-out than usual, it was 
a splendid clean: we even recycled some four and a 

half kilos of cans. Our litterpick in July was held in 
town, giving a clean and polish to the carpark and 
recycling site behind Tesco’s  
   At the Tesco site we have now some improved 
signage for recycling polythene bags and. at Cedar 
Road, we now have a clothes recycling bin. All very 

helpful. These sites do form part of the street scene, 
and if they become untidy, with dumped materials 
and litter, then it downgrades our environment; Grime 
means Crime. Our recycling sites are in the middle of 
two busy shopping areas, so both traders and 

shoppers are in a good position to ensure that we do 
respect such excellent facilities, and keep them as a 
safe and clean place which we all can use. 
 

Forward Programme 

   Autumn, and the return from holidays, heralds a 

busy period for us. On the 14th September we are 
doing our big “Site Clean” and there is a litterpick on 
Friday evening of the 23rd. Finally, we are hosting a 
Ham Hydro Presentation at the St John’s Ambulance 
Hall on Friday the 30th. Such an innovative scheme in 
Teddington deserves huge support, but it is sure to 

raise some interesting questions. Come along and 
find all about it. 

Roads and Transport 

 
Brian Holder 8977 1579 

Brianholder99@aol.com 

Possible changes to the Broad Street/Causeway 

junction which could involve:- 

• Replacing traffic lights with a roundabout to reduce 

traffic congestion in Broad Street 
• Creating a pedestrianised shopping area by closing 

Broad Street entrance to The Causeway to give the 

opportunity for Farmers’ markets etc. to take place 
• Creating 15 new parking spaces in and around The 

Causeway 
 

   The Council’s Highways & Transport Department is in 

the early stages of considering whether the traffic 
lights could be removed and replaced by a 
roundabout, as Mayor Boris Johnson’s office requires 
all Councils to take steps to reduce traffic congestion. 
These lights were also identified as a congestion 
problem back in 2001/2 when the Teddington Town 

Centre Improvements Study Residents’ Working Party 
members were asked to look at various proposals to 
improve The Causeway as a commercial centre. 
    These proposals included one-way movement of 
traffic, with full or partial closure as alternative 

options, a policy supported by the Roads & Transport 
Group. Unfortunately, in mid-2002, the new incoming 
Council withdrew funding from the TTCI Study, so all 
consideration of potential improvements to this 
ageing shopping centre stopped, and nothing has 
been done since. The Society is presently consulting 

with the remaining shops and businesses about the 
way forward.  

Removal of yellow lines in shopping centres to create 

shoppers’ free parking spaces 

   It is the present Administration's policy to remove all 
unnecessary yellow lining in shopping centres to 

create more parking spaces for shoppers. Wherever 
possible, these spaces will be new free turnover 
spaces, with 30 minutes or one hour limits and no 
return within two hours. In some cases, for example at 
the Stanley Road Shopping Parade where there were 
few yellow lines, a few of the present uncontrolled 

parking spaces have been converted into free one 
hour turnover spaces to ensure that they are not 
blocked all day by cars owned by visitors or residents 
from side roads – this is the first such scheme in the 
borough. 
   The Causeway parking will automatically be 
reviewed whether the roundabout scheme goes 
ahead or not, as will the yellow lining of the Church 
Road shopping parades. The Society will be seeking 
to create at least a dozen, mostly new, free turnover 

spaces, as this parade will not be able to attract new 
shoppers unless better parking is provided.  
   The Society is aware of a history of problems 
concerning a business whose delivery vehicles have 
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created congestion problems for Church Lane 
residents, and will be looking to increase free turnover 
parking without compromising unlimited access to 
Church Lane. 

      
Olympic Cycle Race Test Event 14th August 2011  

   As can be seen from the picture on the front page 
which includes winner Mark Cavendish (in green 
helmet) in the centre, there was a large and 
enthusiastic crowd at the railway bridge junction, and 

all along the course in Teddington. The picture below 
shows many of the spectators who lined Park Road to 
witness this spectacle. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   We identified a number of lessons to be learned, 
which will be passed on to Transport for London’s 

Olympic Organising team, including:- 
• no information about changes to the 281 and 

285 services, but other routes covered;  
• roads closed at course end, but no warning 

signs or barriers to prevent drivers entering 

those roads (the most common complaint) 
• roads well away from the course closed 

without reason, but could have been a case 
of the wrong road but the right name  

• no maps/plans on lampposts/noticeboards to 
show course and which roads were open  

• roads were reopened haphazardly soon after 
last riders had passed, mostly by 10.10am, but 
more planning required to get traffic flowing 
more quickly 

   Overall, it seemed to be a pretty successful event 
which everyone seemed to enjoy. 

 

Planning 
 

Michael Foss 

Contact point: Brian Lane 8943 0811 or email to 

all@angelalane.plus.com  

Park House, High Street 

   In previous issues of Tidings we have reported on the 
proposal to convert Park House into a Travelodge 

hotel. We felt that on balance this project would be 
advantageous to Teddington. The scheme was 
approved and society members will have noticed 
that work is now going ahead, scheduled for 
completion in May 2012. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   Recently the developers have submitted a revised 

proposal for the studio block to the right of the main 
building; instead of offices, for which there is a surfeit 
of space in Teddington, a new residential block will 
be built to accommodate 9 flats. On the ground 
floor, facing onto the Jubilee Gardens, will be an 
independent restaurant. 

   The hotel will have 113 bedrooms and parking for 70 
cars. There will also be designated spaces for the flat-
owners and visitors’ spaces. In view of the proximity of 
the station and the good bus network this seems 
satisfactory. 
   Park House is not a pretty building (see photo 

above) but hopefully the proposed modifications, 
including more attractive painting, will go some way 
to soften its rather forbidding contours, We have 
been particularly concerned about the design of the 
façade of the residential block, the ugly array of 
radio masts on the roof, and the need for setting 

down and picking up space at the entrance in 
Station Road. We have discussed these issues with the 
developers who have undertaken to take them on 
board. 

Buildings of Townscape Merit (BTMs) 
   There are nearly 800 Buildings of Townscape Merit in 

Teddington. Some are individual houses or buildings 
such as pubs, and some are grouped. They are all 
buildings which, whilst not qualifying to be ‘Listed’, 
are of definite quality and character. All unlisted 
buildings prior to 1840 are automatically included; in 

many cases more modern buildings have been 
designated because they are good examples of the 
architectural output of the period; in some instances 
it is primarily as part of a run of buildings that they 
merit inclusion. 
   The designation carries only limited protection, but 

we have felt that they were worthy of special 
attention. We have therefore written to all the 
owners, informing them of their house’s status; this, we 
hope, will encourage them to take care of, and  
where possible enhance, the appearance of their 
properties. We also invited them to sign up to a 

register which we are compiling. 
(Continued on Page 10)
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TEDDINGTON IN FLOWER 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Page 9 
 
 

Royal Wedding Street Parties 

 
   Teddington residents pushed the boat out for the Royal wedding and celebrated in regal fashion with an 
abundance of street parties (is there a collective noun for this – suggestions please?), We are grateful to Dawn 
Stoddart, our newest Corporate Member, for this excellent collection of photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridgeman Road 

Kingsmead Close 

Windsor Road 

Park Lane Langham Road 

Springfield Road 

Sutherland Grove 

Munster Road Walpole Crescent 

Udney Park Road 
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Group Reports (continued from Page 7) 
 

   The response to this initiative has been very 
encouraging, with a number of interesting accounts 

of the history of houses. Many responders were 
already aware of their property’s status, but a 
number were not. We are at present considering how 
best to organise our data so as to be most useful to 
the owners, and to provide a resource of value to the 
town. This may include inviting register members to 

supply more information and the creation of a 
photographic archive, but no action will be taken 
without the agreement of the owners.  
   Some examples of buildings in Teddington which 
are classified as BTMs are shown here. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Street 
   The justification for designating the High Street as a 
Conservation Area centres on the two stretches of 

substantially unaltered Victorian frontages, with large 
windows and delicate frames. These run from Vet Life 
through to Retro, and from the Teddington Arms to 
the Vinery. Within these stretches are, of course, a 
number of unattractive shops. Elsewhere, particularly 
on the north side of the street, there are also some 

fine frontages, but the greatest concentration is in the 
two terraces indicated. 
 
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Planning Group constantly monitors the state of 
the High Street, and is seeking to encourage 

incremental improvements, especially when shops 
change hands. To this end we are in contact with 
estate agents in relation to new lettings. In the past 
year two new shops – Gillian Million and Cook – have 
provided good examples of sensitive transformation. 

Now there are two other sets of premises which are 
empty, and offer scope for rehabilitation, these are 
Sorrento and 130 Litho. Our hope is that the new 
owners or tenants can be prevailed upon to restore 
them to something approaching their original 
appearance. 

   In earlier Tidings we reported on the application to 
modify the frontage of the Vinery café. We 
supported this, particularly in relation to the existing 
fascia, which we considered was inappropriate to 
the Conservation Area. The scheme was rejected, 
and went to appeal. That appeal has now been 

upheld.    
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Teddington School Award 

   The Planning Group of the Teddington 
Society has awarded Teddington School 
a plaque with the wording:  

        
THIS PLAQUE HAS BEEN PRESENTED TO 
TEDDINGTON SCHOOL IN RECOGNITION 
OF THE ARCHITECTURAL QUALITIES OF ITS 
NEW BUILDINGS AND THE ENRICHMENT 
OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY THAT 

THEY WILL PROVIDE.   
                                                                                      Architect BDP 
 

   Our Chair, Baroness Hilton, presented the plaque to Mr. Richard 
Weekes, Headmaster, in the presence of Mr. John Gittens of our 
Planning Group and Alison Purdue,one of the School governors. 

 

Teddington Orchard 

gains prestigious 

Community Award 

   In 2006 a group of local residents 
came together as the Friends of 
School House Lane Orchard with 
the specific aim of conserving and 

developing a community orchard 
in South Teddington for the benefit 
of local residents. A grant from 
Awards for All in 2006 allowed us, 
the Friends, to take control of the 
development of the site on a 

practical level and to improve 
substantially its appearance. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   S i n ce  t h en  t h i s  b eau t i f u l 
community orchard has been 

restocked with fruit trees, shrubs 
and plants with an area left un-
mown to encourage a wildflower 
meadow. It is now a space for 
residents to sit and contemplate 

nature, to meet with friends and 
for children to play. A survey of 
f lora was conducted by our  

botanist and we have provided 
seating and installed leaf mould 
and community composting 
facilities. 
   In March 2010, with the British 

Trust for Conservation Volunteers, 
a dead hedge was planted 
along the Wick Road boundary 
and live hedging along the 
Bushy Park Road and railway 
boundary. 

   In May 2010 we received a 
Grassroots Grant from the 
Thames Community Foundation, 
enabling us to purchase new 
plants, shrubs. a pear tree, new 
tools, equipment and insurance.  

   In 2007 we received 
a Certificate of 
Achievement at the 
Richmond Council for 
Voluntary Service 
Community Awards. 

Recently the orchard 
gained recognition 
as one of the best 
community-run green 
spaces in the country,  

The national Green 
Flag Community 
Award recognises the 

Orchard as a high-quality, well- 
managed and welcoming 
place, central to the local 

community.  The Orchard is the 
only - and we believe the first - 
site in the borough of Richmond 
upon Thames to hold this 
Community Award. 

Jane Harnden 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   The Mayor, Cllr Clare Head, 
made a personal appearance in 
Teddington High Street on Sat. 13th 
August, to attract attention to her 

Volunteer Challenge recruitment 
drive. She is encouraging people 
to sign up to work with local 
organisations and charities through 
the Richmond Council for 
Voluntary Services (RCVS) or to 

help improve the area where they 
live through the borough council’s 
Community Resource Bank. 
    Supported by representatives 
from the Citizens Advice Bureau 
and RCVS, she set up shop outside 

the old Post Office with the help of 
a table borrowed from Brasserie 
Gerrard and chairs from the 
Teddington Society.  
   It proved to be a busy corner of 

the High Street and lots of 
Teddingtonians signed up to give 
help where needed. The Mayor 
broke off for a few minutes to 
present a cheque for £400 to Julie 
Papworth, Co-Ordinator of Home-

Start Richmond.  The money was 
raised by visitors to Teddington In 
Flower back in June. Another 
cheque for £400 is going to the 
Friendship Club at the Strathmore 
Centre. 

Sheena Harold 

Mayor’s Volunteer 
Challenge 
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EVENTS – VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED    

   Long ago – in 1995 actually – 
someone suggested that the 
Teddington Society should visit the 
Palace of Westminster and Toby 
Jessel would be our host. It sounded 
a delightful idea and, indeed, it was.  
Some 40 members wanted to 
explore these splendid buildings.  
   For some strange reason, probably 
because I had recently retired, I 
offered to gather the people 
together. It was enjoyable and led 
to a number of other visits – over 100 
in fact – all of which have been well 
supported.    
   I have noticed over the years that 

top of the popularity list has been a 
visit to an interesting old house 
followed by a floating cream tea on 
canal or river. 
   Of all the places we have been 
and the things we have done, the 
incident most fondly remembered is 
the time the boat got stuck when 
trying to turn round in the narrow 
Thames at Lechlade. It took a lot of 
tugging to get the craft back in the 
right direction. 

 
   For myself, the most rewarding 
moment was seeing the inside of 
Big Ben’s clock face after climbing 

all those stairs – a real thrill. 
   The number of members 
interested in joining the events has 
varied from 20 to a heart-warming 
90 last November for the Lunches 
at Merits Cookery School. I am 
hoping this year we will reach 100. 
There is a choice of two dates 
offered – they are on the back 
page and on the enclosed menu 
from which you can make your 
choice. 
   Next year I will be arranging 
fewer events - they do take up a 
lot of time – and I am hoping 
someone will come forward to 

take over and arrange 3 or 4 visits 
or talks. There is an enormous 
choice of places to go and an 
encouraging group of people 
who are appreciative and 
enthusiastic.  
   You can’t go wrong. Call me 
especially if you’ve felt the urge to 
carry an orange umbrella held 
high at the head of a group – I 
can recommend it. 

 Angela Carvill (8977 0167) 

 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING 

   Seems silly to say it in August but 

we will be celebrating Christmas in 
Teddington this year on Thursday 
24th November.  The Lights will be 
switched on by the Mayor at 6 pm 
at Elmfield House.   
   John Demont and I have been in 
consultation with the Council for 
several months already and, 
though we're promised a grant as 
in previous years, it will not be as 
much as last year due to current 
financial problems. This year we 
may well come to you, the 
membership, and the public in 
general asking for support in 
addition to what is always a 

generous contribution from many 
local businesses.  
   Bringing business to the town 
helps keep it alive and kicking. We 
have some fabulous shops on our 
streets not forgetting the niche 
providers working out of sight 
above street level or at home.  
   Shopping's not just for Christmas 
but all year round!  

Sheena Harold 

 

SHAMBLES SUCCESS 

   The lovely Langella family invited 
us to hold an Italian Coffee Morning 
in the huge garden at the rear of 
thei r  res taurant.  We chose a 
Wednesday in June and, helped by 
good weather, about 40 of us sat 
outside enjoying the garden, the  
coffees, good conversation and the 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 
 

   A TV company in Leeds is 
making a series for ITV1 called 
"The Talent Show Story" tracing 
the history of the genre from the 

days of "Opportunity Knocks” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
limitless supply of home cooked 
Italian pastries. Massimo, 
Margherita and their staff made 
us feel so welcome we think 
we'll do it again but that doesn't 
stop you from popping in from 
time to time for coffee, lunch or 
dinner.  

Sheena Harold 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
with Hughie Green (above )and 
"New Faces" right up to today's 
"Britain's Got Talent" and "X 

Factor". One of the producers of 
"Opportunity Knocks" thinks that 
ladies from the Teddington 
Society counted the votes each 
week in the 1960s/70s and 
would like to interview some of 

them if we can find them. Does 
anyone remember this or do 
you know someone who did it? 
If so please tell Sheena on 8977 
2700 or send her an email at 
sam.harold@hotmail.com  

Sheena Harold 
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Charles Darwin: The 

Teddington Connection 

   Charles Darwin was one of the 
most eminent people ever to live in 
Teddington. Not the most famous 

Charles Darwin but his grandson, 
Charles Galton Darwin (1887-1962) 
who unlike his grandfather received 
a knighthood. Sir Charles Darwin 
was the Director of the National 
Physical Laboratory between 1938 
and 1949, when he lived in Bushy 
House. He was a gifted theoretical 
physicist, even once a potential 
contender for a Nobel Prize. During 
his time in Teddington, he served in 
a scientific liaison role with the US 
government, including in the 
development of the first atomic 
bomb. His portrait still hangs in 
Bushy House. 

   A new book by Tom Blaney is 
structured around Sir Charles, who 
had been dubbed The Chief Sea 
Lion in Cambridge before coming 
to Teddington. Not a 
straightforward biography the book 
concentrates on a peculiar aspect 
of his family heritage – an 
enthusiasm for eugenics – the 
pursuit of an improved human 
species primarily by selective 
breeding.  
   Eugenics was inspired by the work 
on natural evolution by Sir Charles’s 
grandfather. It was conceived and 

named by the latter’s cousin, 
Francis Galton, godfather to Sir 
Charles. Yet it was the great 
Darwin’s children and 
grandchildren who carried forward 
the eugenics banner with most 
zeal. Sir Charles’s father and his 
Darwin uncles took leading parts in 
the eugenics movement during the 
early decades of the twentieth 
century. From the start, eugenics 
was a distasteful idea to many and 
it became abhorrent to almost all 
once Nazi atrocities carried out in 
its name had been revealed. Sir 
Charles was careful to keep quiet 

about his devotion to the eugenics 
cause while in the sensitive position 
of head of a great government 
laboratory. Yet once retired in 1949, 
this peculiar facet of his Darwin 
inheritance came to the fore: he 
publicly promoted eugenics and 
presided over the British Eugenics 
Society in the 1950s.  
   This advocacy of eugenics seems 
at odds with a family noted for 
i ndependence o f  m ind  and 

humanity. It arose from a unique 
mix of family attitudes, fixations and 
loyalties that began to be shaped 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

even before the life of the most 
famous Darwin. This book traces the 
origins of this unusual mindset 
through six generations up to the 
life of the Chief Sea Lion. It reveals a 
previously little-known perspective 
on one of the most famous 
intellectual dynasties.  
   Written in a popular style for the 
general reader, the book will also 
appeal to those with a more 
thorough-going interest in the 

Darwin family or the history of 
eugenics. The author worked at the 
National Physical Laboratory for 
nearly 30 years and was a 
corporate director at the time of his 
retirement.  
  The Chief Sea Lion’s Inheritance : 

Eugenics and the Darwins by Tom 
Blaney is published by Matador 
(ISBN 978-1848766-211) at £10.99. 

 

Foxes – Love them or 

Loathe Them 

   There has been much discussion 
recently about foxes. The Council 
does not support or practise 

lethal control, rather it supports a 
policy of coexistence and 
deterrence. Relatively cheap & 
safe chemical and electronic 
repellents are available. Advice 
can be found at several websites 
including: 

 http://www.foxproject.org.uk/ 
and  
http://www.nfws.org.uk/ 

Editor

NPL Water Rockets 

World Record 

   Rockets filled the skies over 
Teddington on 15 June. Not so scary 
though as these were water rockets 

launched by more than 50 teams 
competing in the NPL Annual Water 
Rocket Challenge. This year, 820 
rockets were launched, to varying 
degrees of success, by teams from 
local schools, youth groups, families 
and individuals. The furthest 
travelled team was from 
Copenhagen, Denmark.  
   Some teams also took on the 
'egg-stra' challenge of attempting 
to launch an egg without it 
breaking! 
   This year’s challenge was 
crowned by an NPL team which set 
a world record for the largest water 

rocket launched (pictured below 
with the Mayor, Cllr Clare Head who 

presented the winning awards). The 
rocket which successfully launched 
was built from over 100 fizzy drink 
bottles and measured 3.4m long! 

Editor 
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BUSINESS EXCHANGE 
 

   We welcome three new Corporate members this issue and present latest news on some others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teddington Riverside Artists
 

   Teddington Riverside Artists' Autumn Exhibition 

takes place on Saturday 1st October 9.30 a.m. to 
6.00 p.m. and Sunday 2nd October 11.00 a.m. to 
5.00 p.m. at St. Peter and St. Paul Church Hall in 
Church Road, Teddington. Do come and visit us.   

   At the same venue Teddington Riverside Artists 
meet monthly, welcoming artists of all abilities. 

There is a 12 month varied programme which 
includes visiting professional artists, models and very 
varied themed evenings. Please contact Rita 
Armfield 020-8941-3315 for any further information. 

TW11 Magazine 

 
Welcome to Dawn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Casa Del Habano 

 
Welcome to  
Bhavna and Ajay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Kagan Moss & Co. 
 
   We offer our heartiest congratulations to our 

long time Corporate Member, Kagan Moss & Co. 
who are based in The Causeway.  
   In June, Kagan Moss became one of the first 
legal practices to secure membership to the Law 
Society’s conveyancing quality scheme (CQS) - 
the mark of excellence in the home buying 

process.  

 

 

   The practice is only the second in the area to 
secure CQS and underwent rigorous assessment 
by the Law Society to secure the status.  
   Michael Garson, senior partner at Kagan Moss, 
said: “We are delighted to gain CQS 
accreditation as it underlines the quality of the 

services we provide.”  

 We warmly welcome our new Corporate Members: 

La  Casa Del Habano          TW11 Magazine           The Teddington Riverside Artists 

and are  grateful to all our Corporate Members for their continued support:              

 A1 Collectables Ltd Lock Around The Clock Shambles Bar & Restaurant 

 Architecture:wk               Mela Mela Sims Opticians 

 Broom Water Association Milestone Residential Snellers 

 Eaton Publications National Physical Laboratory Squires Garden Centre 

    Elements Nova Fortuny Stoneydeep Residents Association Ltd 

  The Financial Planning Group  Parsonage & Co Tamesis Club 

 Haymarket Publishing   realeyesmarketing Teddington Artists 

 It Takes 2 Richard Steer & Co Teddington Bowling Club 

 Kagan Moss & Co  Roger Sutton & Co Teddington Cricket Club 

 Landmark Arts Centre Royal British Legion Teddnet 

    Lensbury Club  Sammy’s The Tree Agency 

 

   Unfortunately, time constraints 

meant that we were unable to 
get some suitable copy for 
these two new Corporate 
members in time for the printers. 
   We’ll include proper features 

at a later date. 
Editor 
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QUIZ CORNER 
   Our quiz this time is a WordSearch sponsored by Shambles Restaurant & Bar in 
the High Street.  
   First prize is a voucher worth £30 which can be spent on food or drinks in the 
bar or restaurant. So, pens at the ready and you can look forward to a warm 
welcome and fine fare from Massimo and Margherita at Shambles.  

   A straightforward task. On the right are 32 words drawn from the a la carte 
menu. 28 of them are in the grid, reading in a straight line in any direction. The 4 
that are missing from the grid reflect what I might choose from the menu. Just 
identify the 4 items and send them to me for your chance to win this mouth 
watering prize. 

 

c h e a a s t l a p t t v l a o o 

n r s o r b e t t o l o v a c v c anatra lasagne 

a u o f a r u l t m o e s a o n t beignets manzo 

c r a s c a r m o r z a n n e e t buratina  orata 

o a u l p l e c c r e n g a s a l calamaretti  pancetta  

c b s a a s n n i g e o i i n f e cannelloni panettone 

b e i g n e t s r l l t f i m r o carpaccio  patate 

n c m c c i e l l e t a i l g a t castagne profiteroles 

a p a n e t t o n e t z o f b b t cavolo rabarbaro 

o o r s t i n a r a u u c o o a n crespelle ricotta 

g t i h t i c a r p a c c i o r s fiocchetto scarmorza  

p e t s a a m o p u n c h h r b p formaggi sorbetto 

m a l e i a g a g t b h e g n a a funghi tagliatelle 

b a t a l a s n i o p i t n a r i galletto tiramisu 

o e n a t l n a e l t n t u a o s gamberoni  vongole 

z r c z t i a o i o a e o f s c r gelati zucchine 

l z c t o e a g u i l a e e l a g insalata zuppa  

 

 
Open to all members. All correct answers go into the hat and the winner of the Shambles voucher will be the 
first drawn. Teddington Society mugs to second and third places. 
  
Entries must be with the Editor by Monday 24th October.  

 
Answers to The Editor, 152 Broom Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 9PQ or by email to 
mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk. Make sure you give your name, address and telephone number.   

 

Solution and Winners – Issue no. 153 
   Our quiz last time seemed to perplex even our keenest 

competitors. Having failed to produce any correct answers, 
the prize will be held over for a future quiz.  
   The answers were normally entered from the outside towards 
the centre. (rev) indicates that this process was reversed. The 
two rings (1 and 5) spelt out our Chair “Baroness Hilton of 
Eggardon”. The letters in the marked cells together with the 

central K could be rearranged to give “Glazebrook”, the name 
of the NPL’s first Director.  

Answers 

1. Engineer    9. Aviation (rev) 
2. Selenium   10. Oligarch 
3. Sciences (rev)  11. Aperitif (rev) 
4. Hesperus    12. Bargraph 
5. Integral       13. Aqueduct 
6. Alogical (rev)   14. Anodizer (rev) 

7. Telegram        15. Autogiro 
8. Sargasso (rev)   16. National 
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SOCIETY  EVENTS
� Tuesday September 13th       Come to Peg 
Woffington’s cottage at 167 High Street from 11 am to 
enjoy Tony and Betty’s coffee and cakes and meet 
members of the Teddington Society. All welcome. 
� Saturday and Sunday September 17th and 18th 

London Open house. Our annual opportunity to take 
a closer look inside many of the interesting buildings 
we know well from the outside. The illustrated 
booklet has been distributed to libraries in the 
Borough of Richmond so you may be lucky. For 
information call 020 3006 7008 or look on the website 

at www.londonopenhouse.org.uk. On the same 
theme the Kingston upon Thames Society has 
produced a very attractive full colour brochure 
showing the 30 buildings in their borough which will 
be open to the public from Thursday Sept 8th to 

Sunday September 11th. The Tourist Information office 
in Kingston Market has copies. 

� Friday September 30th    Presentation on the Ham 

Hydro scheme for generating electricity at 
Teddington Lock.  7.30 pm at St. John’s Ambulance 
Hall, Park Road. All welcome. 

� Tuesday October 25th   Coffee and cake at Peg 
Woffington’s cottage (see above). 
� Wednesday November 9th   Coffee and cake at 
Peg Woffington’s cottage (see above).  
� Thursday November 17th and Friday November 

25th  We have booked two dates for our Annual 

Lunch at Merits in the hopeful anticipation that we 
will fill the dining room twice over. Last year 90 
members came and, as 60 is the capacity number, 
we had to ask for a second lunch day. This year we 
have two dates to choose from. Please make your 
choice of day and select from the menu enclosed 

with this Newsletter and send your choice to Angela 
Carvill (address on enclosure). 

 

   The young students will be cooking delicious food 
and serving it beautifully. Lunch will cost £8.50. Coffee 
etc £1. If one lunch date proves too popular you will 
be offered the alternative. 
   The College and car park are off Egerton Road 

which is off the A316 at Twickenham. Please arrive 

about 12.15 pm. 

Angela Carvill

 

The Teddington Society membership application form 

TITLE……      SURNAME………………………………………............... 

 

FIRST NAMES…………………………………………………………… 

 

ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………. 

 

......................................................................................................... 

 

POSTCODE …………            TELEPHONE…………………………….. 

 

EMAIL…………………………………………………………………….. 

 

RATES: Individual £5 Family £7 Senior £3 Joint Senior £4 

Corporate £25 

Please circle any groups you are interested in joining: 

Historical Research           Planning            Roads & Transport 

Gardens              Riverside & Open Spaces         Environment 

Cheques should be made payable to:  

The Teddington Society 

Please return to Belinda Heal, 13 Broom Water, 

Teddington, TW11 9QJ 

For Standing Order payments, please contact Belinda 

TEDDINGTON SOCIETY 
We welcome the following new 

members: 

Mrs. Joan Reece 

Mrs.Gillian Shannon 

Mr. Mrs. Samuel and Janet Lowe 

Mr. ASW Hyett. 

Mr.Arnold Dewey 

Mrs. Barbara Lovell. 

Mr. Mrs. Christine and Raymond Burbidge 

Ms. Rebecca Terzeon and Mr. Ivan Parks 

Mr. Mrs. Dominic and Beverley Evans 

Mrs. Amalia Holman. 

Mrs. Helen O’Connor 

Mr. Mrs.Tim and Liz Murphy. 

Bob Hilliard and Lynn Haanen 

Mr. Mrs. Nicholas and Ruth Fenton 

Mrs. Valerie Donnelly 

Miss Pamela McHutchon 

Mrs. Beverley Knott. 

Mrs. Moira Stuart 

Mr. TR and Mrs. AM Cooper 

Mrs Muriel Parris 

Mrs. Jean Dudley-Hardy 
Mr Robert Ardrey 

Become a member now! 
   Our recent visit to Bletchley Park was a true eye-opener 

to the skills and sheer brilliance of the code-breakers who 
undoubtedly contributed to the shortening of WWII. We 
marvelled at the complexities of the coding machines but 
one of our group (see below) was still confused at the end 
of the day.      Editor     

I understand how these machines work 
but what was the code to order a pizza? 


