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NEWSLETTER NO. 60 - DECEMBER 1987 

 

 
As this is a very long newsletter, containing the full minutes of our 14th Annual General Meeting 
held on Friday, 23rd October (with an explanatory note from the Honorary Secretary) and a list of 
the Committee Members for the coming year, I am going to restrict my editorial to sending all our 
members our Very Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 
 
And so to our latest news: 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
A note from Mary Bennett 
 
We ended the year on 30th September with a record 411 paid up members and we have received 
quite a few back payments since the books closed. New members also reached a record of 59 
during the year and we have had many enquiries during October and November. 
 
This is great news but it will be even better if we can persuade more of our new and existing 
members to become active in the Society. We need help in the following ways: 
 
1. Committee: This has vacancies for four members - it meets  once a month to plan the 

activities of the Society and hear the reports of the working parties. 
 

Suggestions for names or offers to the Secretary or Membership Secretary please. 
 

2.  It is proposed to form a new working party to deal with membership. This will need to meet 
once a month in October, November and December to deal with new subscriptions and 
records - then in March, June and September to keep records up to date and organise 
delivery of newsletter to ‘Post People’ for distribution. The present Membership Secretary 
does not plan to go on strike but she would welcome some help and the more people who 
know what goes on and could take over in an emergency the better. 

 
Anyone interested in joining this working party for coffee, chat and clerical work, please ring 
977 5901. 
 

3.  We also need a team of people who can be called upon to work our projector and set up 
the screens etc. at our meetings. 

 
If we can get several volunteers we can arrange for them to meet and learn the peculiarities 
of our projector and hopefully we shall not need to call upon the same person for every 
meeting. Again please ring 977 5901. 
 

4.  As always our valiant postmen could do with some help. We are particularly short in the 
Twickenham Road, Cambridge Road and Teddington Park Road areas and are glad of 
extra names of people who can be called upon in an emergency for all areas. 
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TREES AND GARDENS 
 
The Society has decided to launch an appeal fund for the replacement of trees lost to Teddington 
during the recent storm. 
 
A special account: 

The Teddington Society 
Trees Fund Account No.13037045 
Midland Bank plc 
42 High Street 
Teddington 
Middlesex TW11 8ES 
 

has been opened and contributions may be sent or taken direct to the Bank or handed to any 
committee member. 
 
 
Here also are a couple of important dates for your diaries for next year: 
 
Gardeners’ Fair   11th May 1988 
 
Teddington in Flower   19th June 1988 
 
We have not set a date yet for the Flower Show. 
 
 
ROADS AND TRANSPORT 
 
A note from David Seaton 
 
The Government has announced proposals to reduce the quotas on night flights by 1992 - from 
3,650 to 2,750 in summer and from 3,150 to 3,000 in winter. Two points to note are that these are 
only proposals, not firm policy, and that the original quotas were never fully taken up, so even 
these proposed reductions will not necessarily reduce the number of night flights which we already 
experience. 
 
Toby Jessel has welcomed the move, but the Council and FHANG both consider that the 
Government has not gone far enough. The fight seems not to be over yet. 
 
We are participating in FHANG’s petition to the European Parliament in Brussels, which expresses 
opposition to night flights. We should achieve 100 signatures - FHANG’s objective is for a total of 
1,200 to 1,500, so our contribution will be a significant proportion. 
 
 
TEDDINGTONMEMORIAL HOSPITAL - NEW GP UNIT 
 
The Society has committed itself, on behalf of Members, to sponsoring two dressing trolleys 
costing respectively £133 and £155. Members wishing to contribute to the new unit through the 
Society may do so either at our events or by direct contribution to the Treasurer or any Committee 
Member, indicating clearly that the money is for Hospital Sponsorship. We have also just donated 
£200 to the Hospital as our 1987 contribution. 
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WELCOME 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Teddington office of Informer Publications Ltd has joined our 
growing number of Group Members. 
 
 
FRIENDS OF THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 
A note from Margaret Garrod 
 
Russell Grant has set up this organisation in order to wage a campaign on behalf of the County of 
Middlesex, which was abolished as an adminstrative County Council in 1965. As he points out 
though, Middlesex as a territorial county has not been affected at all, yet popular belief seems to 
be that we have been swallowed irretrievably by Greater London, geographically as well as for 
local government Purposes. 
 
Russell Grant is asking us to preserve our heritage, in this respect by writing where necessary to 
bodies, media, etc., who treat Middlesex as non-existent, e.g. referring to Teddington as West 
London, and by keeping the true facts in mind ourselves encouraging others to do the same. (We 
can, for example, all make a point of including the word “Middlesex’ in our letterheads). We are 
invited to join the Friends of the County of Middlesex on an individual basis. There is no 
subscription and the campaign is non-political and non-sectarian, and does not seek to disrupt 
local government, simply to ensure that our ancient County retains her rightful identity, heritage 
and dignity. Please write, if you would like to further this aim, to Russell Grant, Friends of the 
County of Middlesex, 57 Harefield Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 1PH. 
 
PS:  Numbers for complaints when the media get it wrong. 
 

BBC Radio  580 4468  BBC TV 743 8000 
Channel 4  631 4444  Thames TV 387 9494 
London Weekend TV 261 3434 
 

The Honorary Secretary has a Newsletter from the “Friends” called the “Middle Saxon”. Anyone 
interested may view by appointment! 
 
 
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
 
A note from Eileen Hayden 
 
For various reasons, some of them personal, it has not been possible to publish a Programme of 
Events in this issue. So please look out for posters for talks in February, March and April, 
particularly in Teddington Public Library and the shops in the High Street. 
 
A talk is being arranged for a Thursday in March. The talk will be given by Miss Joy Houghton, a 
member of the Richmond branch of the National Trust. The subject of the talk and the date (which 
will be either the 17th or 31st March) will be announced later but it will take place at the St. John 
Ambulance Hall in Teddington as usual at 8.00pm. 
 
Important: Please note that the February talk will be on a Tuesday afternoon and those for March 
and April on Thursday evenings, the change from Fridays being by special request. 
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HELP FOR THE HOUSEBOUND 

We have been asked by the WRVS if we can provide volunteer car drivers for a Books on Wheels 

service which they operate in the Teddington area in conjunction with the Teddington Library. The 

round takes about one and a half to two hours on one day a month, and it is preferred that two 

volunteers work together. Ideally we would suggest two pairs so that each pair can cover for the 

other in case of holidays or illness, etc. Please contact the Hon. Sec. Mrs. M. Garrod on 977 8202 

for more details. 

 

HERITAGE OUTLOOK 

 

 

 

 



TEDDINGTON SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1988 

 
          SPECIAL 
OFFICERS    ADDRESS      TELEPHONE RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Chairman 
PAT COUNSELL  10 Grove Terrace  977 3735 
 
Vice Chairman 
MARGARET GEDDES The Coach House  977 1709 

Blandford Road 
 
Secretary 
 
MARGARET GARROD 34 Grosvenor Court  977 8202 

Fairfax Road 
 
Treasurer 
 
F.E. (GARRY) GARROD 34 Grosvenor Court  977 8202 

Fairfax Road 
 
Membership Secretary 
 
MARY BENNETT  10 Clarence Road  977 5901 
 
Press Officer 
 
BARRY NEWCOMBE  151 Fairfax Road  977 7666 
 
 
MEMBERS 
 
JOAN FREEMAN  39 Avenue Gardens  977 5767 
 
EILEEN Le Q. HAYDEN 152 Harrowdene Gardens 977 9733 Events Manager 
 
LINDEN LANGFORD  28 Church Lane  977 0583 Newsletter Editor 
 
DAVID SEATON  61 Shaef Way   943 3848 Roads and Transport 
 
ENID SCHOFIELD  15 Maddison Close  977 3868 
 
DAVID SKIPPER  10 Bychurch End  943 4441 Planning 
 
SUSAN WATTS  12 Teddington Park  977 5267 Minutes Secretary 
 
 
CONVENORS NOT ON THE COMMITTEE 
 
P. CHING   History    977 3091 
 
P. SULLIVAN   Trees and Gardens  943 1787 
 
R. REDSTON   Co-Convenor Planning 977 5376 



THE TEDDINGTON SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF THE 14th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 23RD OCTOBER 
1987 AT ST. JOHN AMBULANCE HALL, TEDDINGTON 
 
Apologies for Absence were received from F.E. Garrod, E. Le Q. Hayden, S. Spiers and J. Samuel. 
 
1.  The Chairman, Pat Counsell, welcomed members, and apologised for the mistakes made by 

the staff of the Teddington and Hampton Times which might have led members to expect a talk 
on Osterley Park House as well as the AGM. She went on to say that she had asked 
Committee Members and Convenors responsible for particular Society operations to prepare 
and deliver their own reports this year so that it was clear to all who was in charge of such 
operations. 

 
2.  The Secretary then read the Minutes of the 1986 AGM, which were approved by the Meeting 

and signed by the Chairman. (Proposed Joan Mitchell, seconded Mrs. Quinn). 
 
3.  Reports 
 

i) Membership M. Bennett’s report read by the Chairman. 
 
For the first time, membership had broken the 400 barrier, and by the end of September we 
had 411 paid-up members. 60 new members had joined during the year. We had been 
saddened to learn of the death of some of our older members, who had supported the Society 
since the early days in the 1970’s, and we were all particularly shocked by the unexpected and 
untimely death of Eileen Pilborough who had done so much for us in the History Working Party 
and as Committee Member and Chairman. 
 
The fact that more people are taking up the three-year option helps to reduce the work in 
keeping records, but more help with this would be very acceptable, and anyone interested in 
joining a working party for this and to organise distribution of Newsletters should get in touch 
with the Membership Secretary. 
 
ii) Events E. Hayden’s report read by Vice Chairman. 
 
It had been. the aim of the Committee to provide something to suit all tastes. As well as old 
favourites like Gardeners’ Fair and Teddington in Flower, Trees and Gardens Group had also 
organised Flower Show this year, which was a new venture, and an exhibition put on by the 
Planning Group to mark the Civic Trust Environment Week. Our programme of talks had 
covered a very wide range, but mostly with particular relevance to Teddington people, and we 
had visited Lambeth Palace at Easter. The Events Manager warmly thanked the people who 
helped with poster distribution. She asked members to put forward any ideas they may have for 
future events, and mentioned that there was a possibility that our usual Friday evening might 
be changed to suit people who find Friday difficult. 
 
iii) Riverside S. Spiers’s report read by Vice Chairman. 
 
The Group had continued their active interest in Manor Park Gardens and its seats, persuading 
the Council to carry out maintenance work on them. Correspondence had been received about 
the Mayor’s Project for the year, which was the proposed purchase of a narrowboat. Further 
information was awaited. Two new members of the Working Party had been given notice to quit 
their drawdock moorings, despite having been moored in Teddington for many years, and the 
Group gave them their support at a public meeting. The drawdock area had been cleared of 
rubbish and now looked quite respectable. The situation with Thames Water Authority was 
being kept under review. The Working Party had not been quite as active as previously, but it 
was hoped that the support shown for various local issues would attract new members. 
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iv) Trees and Gardens Pauline Sullivan introduced herself as the new Convenor for the Group, 
taking over from D. Ivison who had gone to live in Germany for a couple of years. She paid 
tribute to him for his valuable work for the Group. More people than ever came to Gardeners’ 
Fair this year and it was a great success, as was Teddington in Flower (and it didn’t rain for 
once!) and all the gardens looked lovely. The Flower Show was also a success and made a 
profit despite the disappointingly small number of entries, and we have been asked to repeat it 
next year. Thanks were expressed for all the hard work that went, into these events. Trees 
Group had not had a meeting since the high winds of the previous week, but would be involved 
in replacement of trees in Teddington. 
 
v) Planning D. Skipper’s report was read by R. Redston. 
 
Schemes and proposals for Teddington had been closely watched as always. A major 
development of residential and retail units planned for the High Street/Vicarage Road site was 
likely to receive permission after some amendment and resolution of local residents’ criticisms. 
This project and other important developments were the subject of an exhibition organised by 
Planning Group to mark Civic Trust Environment Week in April. It is hoped to give this a second 
airing at Old Collis School, which is reaching the final stages of receiving approval for 
conversion into a Community Centre, after financial and managerial aspects have been 
resolved. Civic Trust awards were recommended for two schemes in Hampton and Hampton 
Hill. Discussions are still taking place on the subject of St. Alban’s Church. For the future, 
Planning Group, together with Roads and Transport and Trees and Gardens Groups, are 
working on a plan for the ground in front of Elmfield House, feeling that Teddington needs a 
central townscape feature to link High Street and Broad Street to balance the town’s well-
known landmark Teddington Lock. 
 
vi) History Read by B. Sutcliffe. 
 
As well as their usual discussion meetings, the Group had this year had a couple of evening 
rambles of a local historical kind, much enjoyed by participants. They were preparing a further 
edition of “The Teddingtonian” for publication later this year. One member of the Group, Mrs. 
Pat Counsell, had produced a report on the graves in St. Mary’s Church and Churchyard. 
 
vii) Roads and Transport D. Seaton reported that the Group had been very active in matters of 
concern to Teddington people under the broad heading of Roads and Transport, from cycle 
ramps to aircraft noise. Some of the main points of interest/achievement were as follows: 
 
- An improvement in legibility of bus stop timetables has been promised. 
- A bus service might be provided along Broom Road. 
- There was some support for our stand against pedestrianisation of the Causeway. 
- The Group is liaising with Planning and Trees and Gardens Groups on mini— roundabouts, 
car parking and traffic problems in general in Teddington. 

- Improvements are being sought from BR in the timetable of trains to Teddington from 
Waterloo and the London Regional Passengers’ Committee is now involved in the matter. 

- The Group intends to continue its opposition to increased night flights from Heathrow. A 
petition is being prepared by the Federation of Heathrow Anti-Noise Groups, for submission to 
the European Parliament. 

  It is hoped that as many members as possible will sign it. 
- This Group would welcome new members. 
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viii) Newsletter L. Langford said that our four Newsletters per year are our main means of 
keeping in touch with our members. The Editor has at her disposal sophisticated word-
processing facilities to produce the original, which is then photocopied and distributed by many 
helpers. She expressed grateful thanks to contributors and distributors and in particular to M. 
Geddes, M. Bennett and J. Freeman who help so much with organisation. She would welcome 
contributions from members. 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report: In the absence in hospital of the Treasurer, the Secretary presented 
the Accounts for the current year, pointing out that there was a surplus of £374; cash in the 
Bank was £114; cash in the Building Society £2,959 and petty cash £36. There were two fresh 
items in the accounts, the Flower Show, which made a profit of £37, and stock of books, not 
previously reported. She pointed out that we still have a few ‘Teddington as it Was’ at the old 
price of £2.70; after that there will be an upward revision for the new supply. The figure for 
subscriptions and donations received included some very generous gifts from group members. 
The accounts were then adopted by the Meeting. (Proposed D. Seaton; seconded M. Geddes). 

 
5. Elections: 
 

Officers All were eligible and willing to stand again and were elected en bloc by the Meeting. 
(Proposed Mrs. Newcombe, seconded Mr. Seaton). 

 
Committee Members We had a proposal for one new member - Mrs. Susan Watts, who had 
been co-opted on to last year’s Committee. All others were eligible and willing to stand again 
and they, together with Mrs. Watts, were elected by the Meeting en bloc. (Proposed Mrs. 
Dowler, seconded Mrs. Hustwit). 

 
Auditor Mr. Blood had very kindly consented to stand again and was elected by the Meeting. 
(Proposed Mrs. Redston, seconded Mr. Sutcliffe). The Secretary expressed the Society’s 
thanks for his generosity in giving up his time, and for his support to us generally. 
 

6. Any Other Business 
 

i) The Vice Chairman proposed that this AGM should ask the Committee to study the possibility 
of raising the annual subscription by a small amount, to report back to next year’s AGM and, if 
an increase should be recommended, and agreed to by that Meeting, the increase should take 
effect from that time. She said that although the funds of the Society were healthy (as pointed 
out by Mrs. Redston who objected to the idea of an increase), there were charitable gifts and 
local projects which we wanted not only to continue to support but to increase. The present low 
subscription scarcely covered our regular outgoings, and we were dependent on the two 
annual events, Gardeners’ Fair and Teddington in Flower, to keep the balance healthy and to 
undertake further services to the Community. L. Langford pointed out that it had already been 
decided that a review of financial matters should be undertaken by a sub-committee shortly to 
be set up, and the subscription level could be part of that discussion. M. Bennett said it would 
be two years before an increase would be effective, owing to the financial year ending before 
the AGM, and because many people had paid three years in advance. Mr. Blood said that, 
provided the suggestion was only that an increase be discussed and a report made to the next 
AGM for decision by the AGM, he would support it. M. Geddes said that this was exactly what 
she was proposing. Mr. Blood then seconded and there were no further objections. 
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ii) The Chairman told the Meeting about the Friends of the County of Middlesex, which has 
been set up by Russell Grant to wage a campaign on behalf of the County of Middlesex. (Full 
details would be in the next Newsletter). A lady from the floor said how pleased she was that 
the topic had been brought up because otherwise she would have raised it herself. The general 
feeling of the Meeting seemed to be in favour of Russell Grant’s efforts. 
 
iii) Mr. D. Keens (a new member) asked if anything was known about a Fair for all local 
Societies which he understood was to be held on 14th November at a local church. The 
Committee was asked to make enquiries. 
 
iv) Mrs. Quinn asked about the Mayor’s proposal for a narrowboat. M. Bennett explained that it 
was understood that the Borough wanted to acquire a boat and make it available to youth 
groups and others, but further information was awaited. The Secretary made it clear that the 
Society is in no way committed to helping to finance such a scheme, since it has not at present 
had an opportunity to study the proposals. 
 
v) Mr. Sutcliffe raised the question of publicity, saying that he thought the Society’s Notice 
Board in the Library is lost in a corner and many people do not realise it is there. (Newsletters 
in the past have drawn attention to it). He thought other people’s notices were more 
prominently displayed by the Library than ours were, and asked that the Committee try to 
obtain better coverage by the Library. Mrs. Redston asked if a notice board on the station might 
be possible or desirable. 
 
vi) Mrs. Quinn asked about the New Year’s Party (mentioned in the Accounts). M. Geddes 
explained that the party is for all people on active working parties and anybody who takes an 
active part in the Society’s affairs, such as post people, garden owners, helpers at various 
events, etc. It is paid for by the members attending and includes a raffle which covers costs 
and there is usually a small profit for the Society. 
 
vii) Mrs. Dowler asked that a message of goodwill be passed from the Meeting to the Treasurer. 
 

7. Chairman’s Closing Remarks   Mrs. Counsell again thanked everyone for coming and closed 
the Meeting as quickly as possible so as to allow members the chance of enjoying a cup of 
coffee. This was followed by some attractive slides of Iceland given by Mary Bennett, whose 
extremely interesting yet informal commentary was very much enjoyed by all. 

 
 

***************** 
 
 
Remarks from the Honorary Secretary, Margaret Garrod 
 
I have published full Minutes in the Newsletter this time, so that all members have full information 
about what is done on their behalf and in their name. I propose at the next AGM to make several 
copies of the Minutes available for perusal, but otherwise to ask the Meeting to take these as read. 
This will do away with the necessity of boring members with a time-consuming and somewhat 
repetitious report. 

 


