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“Plan B” is gathering momentum: UDNEY PARK PLAYING FIELDS 

TRUST can help secure all the Green Space forever 
 
A charitable trust, Company number 10953531, is preparing to take over this wonderful 
heritage site in trust for perpetuity for the benefit of the whole Teddington Community.  We 
want to see the entire 12+ acres, together with a well-refurbished existing pavilion, made 
available to all local sports clubs, community groups, Park Lane Stables, the scouts etc.  
 
It is increasingly apparent that the only acceptable and viable option is our Plan B: site 
plan attached. FUPPF have now engaged with leading Planning Consultants, who 
confirm our view that Quantum have almost zero chance of getting planning approval 
on a playing field for their  massive built development. Plan B can happen! 
 
The Trust is ready to provide Quantum with a graceful exit and to work with TCSG 
CIC and all local interested clubs to achieve an outcome in which all can win.      
Quantum risk massive damage to their corporate brand if they fight to the bitter end a 
community that simply does not support their plans. 
 
Knocking down Quantum’s “something is better than nothing” logic  
The main argument we hear from Quantum’s seemingly shrinking support base is that 
“something is better than nothing”, a throwback to Quantum’s explicit  threat in January 2017 
to board up the Playing Fields if Local Green Space status was not withdrawn by Richmond 
Council.  We do not accept that a company that prides itself on “community engagement” 
would take such a destructive stance, especially when Quantum are trying  to build up their 
brand both with potential purchasers of their flats and with other property companies, high net 
worth investors and pension funds.  Bear in mind that Udney Park is not a “brown field” site 
to be land-banked, it is a “strategic site” in the Richmond Playing Pitch Strategy and so the 
Council has many remedies if Quantum go hostile and board up the site. 
 
Knocking down  "the fields are not viable without a carve up” logic 
We are in dialogue with 2 large community-led playing fields groups in Richmond Borough; 
Barn Elms Trust and Whitton Park Sports Association, both of whom run large multi-sport 
facilities without subsidy.  Likewise, Space to Play, one of three local groups outbid by 
Quantum had a business plan to sustain the Playing Fields without building on the site.  
Sports clubs thrive all across London and the UK.   Quantum’s argument is rubbish.   

How would “Plan B” replicate the other local successful clubs?  There are many grants 
available from national sporting bodies and other charities and the National Lottery to help 
with any capital works, and the 52 week demand for winter and summer sports means the 
running costs can be covered from the huge need for all 13 acres from local clubs. 

Update – Richmond Local Plan – Public Hearing Monday October 9th! 
Public hearing No 5, which includes a crucial review of the Local Green Space status of 
Udney Park Playing Fields, is on the agenda from 9:30 onwards Monday October 9th, at York 
House, Twickenham, and members of the public are welcome to observe proceedings in 
The Public Gallery of the Council Chamber.  Quantum submitted an 86 page rebuttal of the 
Local Green Space status and will be vocal no doubt.  



 
We believe the Planning Inspector will uphold LGS, and here is why:  

1. Save Oakfield Society (SOS) is a group also protecting a playing field from 
development in Redbridge.  The Planning Inspector of the Redbridge Local Plan 
recently ruled definitively that Oakfield Playing Fields should not be built on, a great 
precedent for Udney Park. FUPPF have been working closely with them.  

2. The London NGO community for the environment and sport have supported both 
FUPPF and SOS in our fights against building on sports pitches. 

3. The Mayor’s London Environment Strategy was recently launched and also 
strengthens protection of Playing Fields. To remind our newer readers, the Mayor said 
in July 2015 that “building on Udney Park would be a scandal and disgrace”. 

Newsletter 25 provided extracts of Quantum's original Prospectus which 
made it very clear that once they had got planning approval Quantum intended immediately to 
sell the site.  Since then Quantum have been distributing around Teddington an unsigned 
circular denying that their original prospectus represents their current thinking--they write;  

 "Since then our plans have evolved considerably, and are now entirely different"   

So on September 16th FUPPF wrote to their MD Julian Shaffer & his Board colleagues 
asking for clarification on Quantum’s current intentions in the face of mounting obstacles and 
with no sign of their Planning Application last promised for August.  We asked Quantum for 
greater transparency of their intentions.  We asked Quantum for a senior level meeting with 
FUPPF. We asked Quantum how (if they somehow get permission for a  development of over 
100 luxury apartments) it can be that such a small percentage of their planning gain is 
proposed to be shared with the community.   

We have had no reply to this from Mr Shaffer, or his fellow directors or "Quantum 
Community Engagement".  However we question whether their Investors are up to date 
with and aware of Quantum's claimed volte-face in respect of this increasingly delayed and 
controversial project.  We will, of course, keep you in touch with developments 

The Friends of Udney Park Playing Fields 

Please support us on Facebook: Friends of Udney Park Playing Fields 

Email:  fuppf.teddington@gmail.com   

Website: http://www.saveudneypark.org.uk     

Twitter: @UPPFFriends  

Petition:  Save Outdoor Sports-Fields 
                               

                                 UDNEY PARK FIELDS FOREVER!                              
"Errors & omissions excepted.  Every attempt has been made to paint a true and fair picture of what is 
beingproposed for Udney Park Playing Fields.  If you believe a fact has been misrepresented, please email 
fuppf.teddington@gmail.com: and, if we have got something wrong, we will correct.  Opinions of course are our 
own!" You are getting this email because you requested it or have had dealings or 
communications with FUPPF and/or its supporters or represent local media or are 
Councillors or planning professionals. If you wish to be removed from our list please 
respond to this email with a "Please remove my name" in the subject line. 



 

 

 
Winter and summer layout is different to maximise community use:  

• 8 pitches in winter, various sizes; 3 adult / 5 junior   

• 3 cricket wickets in summer; 1 adult / 2 junior or 2 adult matches   

• Refurbished Edwardian War Memorial Pavilion   


